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1974: 12% inflation and 8 million work- 
ing days lost in strikes, the highest 
in Canadian history. 


1975: More of both for sure. For the Trudeau 
cabinet, the question is very sharply posed: 
how to prevent the economic problems of today 
from snowballing into crisis proportions? 
government was going to take to deal with 
Labour in the October OLD MOLE editorial: as 
а clear initiative to search "..for a better 
state mechanism with which (alternately) to 
con and club the workers' movement into sub- 
mission." In this search for new methods, 
Labour Minister John Munro outlined his latest 
proposal as "..a permanent (tripartite) coun- 
cil of labour, management and government... 
that could debate issues of national concern 
in the labour field and make recommendations 
for change." Finance Minister John Turner set 
the oontext for this policy in his November 
budget speech plea "for a national consensus.. 
(to ease pressures at the bargaining table) ." 

Talks got underway January 13 with a first 
meeting of Cabinet Ministers and big business 
executives. Right on its heels was a January 
22 dinner meeting at which Turner, Manpower 
Иіпіѕбег Andras and the so-called’'friend of 
labour’ John Munro welcomed a delegation from 
the Canadian Labour Congress (CLC) executive, 
led by new president Joe Morris. The only pub- 
lic decision of either meeting was to hold 
another. All sides were pleased with the 
"good atmosphere' which prevailed. 

But Turner and Munro have not caught Joe 
Morris and the other top CLC bureaucrats пар- 
ping. Morris is clearly aware of the implica- 
tions of the present economic situtation: "We 
are facing a threat to our entire social struc- 
ture and we must accept the fact that it 
affects everyone..we are going to have to come 
to some general agreement about the economy as 
а whole; then each will have to operate within 
these agreements." (Toronto Star,Jan.9,1975) 

The CLC executive are no mere pawns in the 
Liberal's policy designs. Morris and Co. have 
themselves taken clear initiatives on their 
own to "resolve sane of the economic problems 
before they reach a crisis." So the CLC execu- 
tive met privately before Christmas with senior 
business. leaders for general discussions. The 
meeting was organized by the C.D.Howe Research 


anadi pitali 
terests. Again no public decision other 
to meet again. 

Both Mmnro's and Morris" initiatives 
take the same route and lead to the same end 


the capitalist state 


and the employers and will assist in heading 
off a politicization of working class strugg: 
around economic issues. But the motives behind 


the Cabinet and CLC initiatives are quite 
different. 
INTEGRATION: WHY NOW FOR THE CLC BRASS ? 


The Liberal government is acting on the 
assumption that the economy will remain rela- 
tively healthy in the short term. However, 
despite all its public pronouncements to the 
contrary, the Liberal cabinet is starting to 
harden up its attitude towards labour, 
especially in the public service sector. 
Munro's policy is part of this preparation for 
the crunch when the Liberals will need a much 
more thoroughly established way of making the 
working class pay for the crisis. Proposals for 
outright wage and price controls are out of the 
question for now. The Liberals ran in the July 
election against this option. Therefore they 
have to substitute a more politically accept- 
able way of accomplishing the same purpose. 
These alternatives may include some form of 
‘voluntary’ wage restraints, productivity deals 
or profit sharing plans. Of course the govern- 
ment will offer some 'concessions' in return 
on issues like pensions, or unemployment 
insurance. 

But what is 'voluntary' about these types 
of agreements is precisely that the trade 
union bureaucrats, not the nent, harness 
the rank and file by holding back their "exces- 
sive" demands (not only for wages but also 
working conditions). This is a safer, less 
politically explosive way of repressing the 
working class than by the state intervening 
directly in an open class confrontation with 
legislation backed up by the courts and the 
cops. Munro and Co. have learned how effective 
this policy of integration can be from inter- 
national experience--particularly the partici- 
pation of the AFI-CIO on Nixon's Wage and Price 
Controls Board and the Trades Union Congress- 
Cabinet 'tea sessions’ in Britain. But all this 
can only be accamplished if the trade union 
bureaucrats agree to same 'consensus' and 


TURNER WANTS CONSENSUS 
-CLG COURTS LIBERALS 


22 me" NRS 
Могкегѕ' idea of industrial peace 


Generally, the CLC brass will be prepared 
to impose a а class-collaborationist 'con- 
sensus" on its union base for two reasons: 

1) because it fits in with the brass' om per- 
Spective of supporting reforms to save capital- 
ism, 2) if in doing so, the position of th 


oF Morris ore Christmas vivid- 
ly show that they are ready and willing to do 


so. 
LIBERALS: PREPARING FOR THE CRUNCH 

There are three closely related reasons 
behind the CLC's moves towards a tripartite 
Council. First, the effect on Canada of a 
Worldwide recession. Growing inflation and 
‘memployment are giving rise to greater rank 
and file militancy in all sectors of the 
economy and new pressures, especially from 
young workers, on the union bureaucrats to 
respond decisively in these struggles with a 
tough line. In this sense, the "з 
room to manoeuvre with the union base is begin- 

Second, the bureaucracy's willingness to 
fight for a better deal for the union member- 
ship through a strategy of closer relations 
with business and the state is enhanced by the 
continuing low level of politicization of the 
economic struggles. Despite the record of days 
lost through strikes and the growing demands 
for COLA's, rank and file workers do not yet 
understand how to wage the struggle in defense 
of their interests which would enable them to 
wage a unified and effective challenge to the 
bureaucrats strategy. 

Third, the drastically reduced strength of 
the New Democratic Party in federal parliament. 
Because it is not in power federally, the NDP 
cannot impose a policy of integration itself— 
as Barrett has done in BC with Bill 11, Nor is 
the Ottawa NDP caucus the same effective instru- 
ment for pressuring the Liberals on behalf of 
the CLC, as it was when it held the balance of 
power position during last parliament. In fact 
the federal NDP is practically impotent. The 
party has made no major statement on the 
economic crisis. It has no concrete solutions 
to offer the working class or the CLC bureau- 
cracy right now. Instead, Ed Broadbent siđe- 
tracked this central question by raising only 
the issue of another look at the Auto Pact. 

So at the present time, the bureaucracy finds 
the federal NDP caucus quite inadeqate to 
meet the demands imposed on it by the growing 
militancy. Morris and Co. need a more direct, 
effective method. 

In this context the CIC executive has 
begun a tative tum by taking poli- 
tical iniatives itself to maintain the 
support and credibility among its іпсгеа- 
singly militant base as a leađership capable 


of providing 'solutions' for the workers 
movement. At the same time, the CLC execu- 
tive is taking serious steps to work out 

alternatives to the struggles of open class 
confrontation—struggles which in the long 
nn will go beyond its control, as Morris 


other 


‘the recent CLC call for а new pension scheme 


electorally. Nor is the tumn permanent, In 
fact, in the likely event of the NDP winning 
new support from workers looking for answers 
to the crisis, the normal separation between 
the CLC as the trade union am and the NDP 
as the political am of social democracy 
will reassert itself. 

WHAT RESPONSE ? 

Joe Morris says "the issue is shared 
Management of the economy." This is the 
political соге of his brand of reformism. Two 
recent responses by the IWA and UAW brass to 
mass layoffs show the practical results of 
this perspective. The former went to China 
with Barrett in search of new markets that 
would maintain the profitability of the 
recession-plagued BC forest industry. The 
latter have decided to pay for ads to help 
save the car industry. Both in the name of 
saving workers' jobs. 

This perspective, and the leaders who 
support it must be rejected. Workers have no 
interest in shoring up capitalism in crisis. 
This is a system which thrives only as long 
as it can profitably exploit workers. Any 


sidetracked into compromising talk. In 
zesponse to Morris' iniative, rank and file 

tants must fight for complete independence 
of their organizations from the state. 

Trade union independence is not just a 
general principle. To ignore it in the next 
sex months in an intense period of contract 
struggles in every sector would be political- 
ly dangerous. In these struggles the peril 
of Morris and Co.'s initiatives to poltical- 
ly confuse and derail milii is greatest. 
This is why it is crucial to oppose the tri- 
partite talks now. 

THE EDITORS 
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Saskatchewan -a tale of 2stru 


NOP STRIKEBRE 


The true colours of Allan Blakeney's 

NDP government in Saskatchewan are be- 

coming rather clear. The way the govern- 
ment handled two recent contract disputes is 
an object lesson in how social democratic 
“friends of labour" administer the bourgeois 
state. The large and militant ranks of the 
Saskatchewan Government Employees’ Associa- 
tion (SGEA) forced the Blakeney cabinet to 
adopt a careful, somewhat conciliatory 
stance in coming back with a second offer 
fter its first had been flatly rejected 


membership. | 
and isolated 1,200 СУЗ loc: 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Wor- 
kers (IBEW) had no such power. The government 
broke their strike against Saskatchewan 
Power Corporation on January 15, only four 
days after it began. 

The political implications of both 
these struggles, and the NDP's response to 
them, will be felt in Saskatchewan for some 
time to come, 


"токм CLOUDS” 


The past year has seen the simultaneous 
growth of Saskatchewan's economy and its 
working class' militancy. As the world сар- 
italist recession deepens, the only chance 
Saskatchewan (and the other Prairie prov- 
inces) have to keep growing is to remain 
highly attractive locations for big capital 
investment. On the economic front, things 
have not gone so badly until now. 

World market price increases for wheat, 
oil and other resources have combined to 
lift the prairies out of the economic dol- 
drums. On the basis of this upswing, capi- 
talists have been planning for some time to 
expand prairie industry. A $1.5 million 
iron foundry is being built in Saskatoon 
and plans for the expansion of steel pro- 
duction in Regina are being finalized. Big 
business hopes that the prospect of a мев- 
tern iron and steel industry, in addition 
to petroleum by-products plants in Alberta 
will provide a new and growing source of 
profit in the coming years. The Blakeney 
government has been a more than willing 
tool for accomplishing these projects. 

In recent months, however, to quote 
NDP Finance Minister Wes Robbins, "The 
storm clouds are coming toward us" on the 
economic front. "Us" in this case being 
the NDP and the capitalists. э 

It is likely that the international 
recession will drive resource prices down 
over the next 18 months, This means it will 
be less attractive to capitalists to invest 
in industries which depend upon expanding 
resource production. Secondly, the federal- 
provincial dispute over how to divide re- 
source tax revenues has already produced 
cutbacks in natural gas production in B.C. 


gles 


and raised some questions about the future 
of Alberta's Syncrude project. In Saskatche- 
wan, corporations are publicly postponing 
investment decisions until this dispute is 
settled. 


Still another question mark hangs over 
the Saskatchewan economy--as far as the em- 
ployers are concerned. That is the ability 
of the NDP government to keep the working 
class in line. There has been a visible rise 
in labour militancy in the past year. Indus- 
trialists cite statistics which show that 
work-days lost through work stoppages in 
1974 in the province are 


25 times what they _ 
were a year earlier. (This figure is correct 


but it must be qualified by recalling that 
the long construction strike in the spring 
of 1974 was not militant at all.) 


МАКЕ "ЕМ AN OFFER THEY CAN'T REFUSE 


In any case, the Blakeney government 
has felt the need, for some time now, to 
demonstrate to prospective investors that 
the province's business will not suffer from 
‘excessive' industrial disruption. Breaking 
the IBEW strike in four days was just a 
demonstration. 

The first opportunity for the government 
to show its ability to discipline the work 
force came late last fall when members of 
the SGEA demanded a $50 per month cost of 
living adjustment for the 12 months remain- 
ing in their contract. Looking for a con- 
frontation, Blakeney's cabinet at first геѕ- 
ponded with an offer which covered only 
eight months and meant an average increase 
of less than $30. But then the NDP's plans 
began to get fouled up. The response of the 
7,000 affected workers showed the growing 
militancy which now marks the public sector 
all across Canada. In "study sessions" they 
unanimously rejected the government offer 
and stood by their original demand. Most 
significantly, in the biggest study session, 
in Regina, a motion giving the SGEA execu- 
tive power to decide how to respond to fur- 
ther offers was massively defeated. An exe- 
cutive motion for a “slowdown" instead of 
a strike was laughed down--and the executive 
was criticized for not keeping the rank-and- 
file informed of developments. Shortly after 
the study sessions the SGEA voted overwhel- 
mingly in favour of a strike. 

The meaning of these actions was clear. 
If a strike occurred, the SGEA bureaucracy 
would have trouble controlling the member- 
ship. In addition, the SGEA is the largest 
union in the province. Its recent entry into 
the CLC has given the rank-and-file a real 
understanding of the importance of working 
class unity. As a result, an SGEA strike 
could very rapidly have turned into a major 
political confrontation between the Saskat- 
chewan working class and the NDP government. 


ri 


Blakeney could not risk this possibility 
taking place. Teaching the working class a 
lesson is one thing--provoking a major con- 
frontation with its most militant and lar- 
gest union is quite another. And to top it 
all off--this is an election year in Saskat- 
chewan. So the government made a second of- 
fer to the SGEA. This offer, while still 
lower than the union's original demand, was 
more “reasonable”. The SGEA bureaucrats, 
themselves afraid of a strike, were able to 
sell the second offer to the union member- 
ship. 


THE SECOND CHANCE 


The NDP's next opportunity came іп ne- 
gotiations with the IBEW at Saskatchewan 
Power Corporation (SPC). There is some sus- 
picion that the cabinet itself provoked the 
strike by rejecting a verbal agreement 
reached on January 10. But whether this is 
the case or not, IBEW Local 2067 was a per- 
fect target for the government's attack. 
The local was relatively isolated, the ill- 
informed membership was confused about why 
they меге on strike and the local bureau- 
cracy was more than willing to recommend a 
return to work, Finally, nature handed the 
government a perfect excuse to claim "emer- 
gency conditions" as a result of the win- 
ter's worst blizzard. A few hours after the 
strike had begun, Blakeney announced that 
the Legislature would be recalled to force 
the strikers back to work. 

By the time the Legislature actually 
passed Bill 28 forcing the strikers back to 
work, they had already gone back, convinced 
by their executive that discretion was the 
better part of valour. Obviously, the Bla- 
keney cabinet had bluntly spelled out, be- 
hind the scenes, the price the local would 
pay for even token defiance. Equally clear 
is the fact that the IBEW could count on no 
solid support from the Saskatchewan Ғейег- 
ation of Labour for staying out. The SFL 
was content to make a ritualistic attack on 
the bill and then suggest that the workers 
call off their strike. And despite the 
efforts of a few individuals, the left, par- 
ticularly the Waffle, was unable to organize 
solidarity actions. 

This is the larger political signifi- 
cance of the short-lived IBEW strike. The 
government was able to persuade the labour 
bureaucrats not to organize solidarity in 


the absence of a stronger 

in the еса direction 

the SFL, the NDP and the left--pressure that 
could force the SFL to move out and defend 
weaker unions through mass action. 


THE NDP VERSUS THE WORKING CLASS 


For now, at least, the NDP's maneuvre 
seems to have succeeded. Blakeney has hand- 
ed the working class a defeat which could 
easily pave the way for bigger ones. But one 
defeat will not stop the rise of workers' 
militancy in Saskatchewan and so the NDP 
will eventually have to repeat its perfor- 
mance, 

Because this is an election year, the 
prospect of future battles with the working 
class poses a dilemma for the NDP. If it is 
to implement its political and economic 
plans, it cannot afford to risk losing some 
of its electoral base in a province where 
the work force is shifting from rural areas 
to the cities at a rapid pace, Thus, the NDP 
remains caught between the need to keep at 
least its voting base within the working 
class and the need to show the bourgeoisie 
that it is a government which can minimize 
industrial disruptions by the same working 
class. 


Breaking the IBEW strike puts the gov- 
ernment into a stronger position to contin- 
ue attacks on workers' struggles. But it 
does not automatically follow that those 
struggles will suffer defeat. Just as the 
NDP's victory over the IBEW shows what 
should not be done, the early stages of the 
SGEA dispute begin to indicate what working 
class militants can and should fight for, 
If government attacks on the workers’ move- 
ment are to be defeated, the union rank- 
and-file must be actively involved in the 
conduct of the struggle. The demands must 
be clear. Solidarity must come from the 
labour movement and the left. Above all, 

a clear understanding of the political na- 
ture of the battles is necessary, so that 
no one will make the mistake of relying on 
the NDP. 


FRANK ROONEY 
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ONTARIO ‘CIVIL SERVANTS” REMAIN UNFREE 


In a down-to-the wire decision in late 

December, the Civil Service Association 

(CSAO) of Ontario accepted a 21.5% wage 
increase from the Davis government only days be- 
fore strike action was to go ahead. As one 
example of the developing militancy in the pub- 
lic sector the CSAO near-strike holds important 
lessons. 

For public sector workers, the government's 

myth that their jobs somehow demand of them 
"responsibility to the public as a whole" sounds 


increasingly hollow. Low wages eaten up by infla- 


tion and deteriorating working conditions are 
producing a militancy among public workers that 
leaves less and less room for the illusion of 
"professionalism." Their associations are begin- 
ning to act like trade unions. This process of 
proletarianization is occurring all across 


Canada, among nurses, hospital workers and “civil 


servants" most visibly. 


THE RESPONSE OF THE RULING CLASS 

The importance of struggles in the public 
sector has been clearly recognized by ruling 
class spokesmen and editorial writers. The 
mass advertising campaign by the Citizen's 
Coalition (see December Old Mole) represent- 
ing some of the most powerful capitalist 
interests in Canada, pressed the Davis govern- 
ment to be intransigent in the CSAO fight. 
They recognized that any retreat by the govern- 
ment would be a dangerous precedent for future 
negotiations in the public sector elsewhere in 
Canada as well as in the private sector. The 
Citizen Coalition campaign was significant. 
An important sector of the bourgeoisie was pub- 
lically stating its collective view of the ques- 


tion--demonstrating its capacity to act as a class. 


Much of the mass media followed suit with anti- 
union propaganda, crying that’ strikes in the 
public sector are "against the public interest", 
The Tories avoided the hysteria of the pre: 
and the Citizen's Coalition, but the attacks 

on government workers from these two sources 
provided a useful right flank for the Davis 
government. It took a hard stand on bargaining, 
pointing to the supposedly “inflationary 

ffect" of high contract set: „Differences 


е general context of agreement that 


a tougher line must be pursued, 


THE UNFOLDING OF THE DISPUTE 

The CSAO bureaucracy, headed by Chris 
Trower, began by taking an apparently mili- 
tant stance with an initial wage demand of 
61.5%, backed by the threat of a full CSAO 
strike. However, as negotiations proceeded, 


in its fifth week, has been.met head on by 

the federal government which has combined 
а hard line bargaining stance with the use of 
scabs. To date, two legal picketers have been 
arrested and two women were hospitalized af- 
ter being struck by a speeding scab car. The 
mint workers, a component of the massive 
Public Service Alliance (PSAC), have taken a 
leading step within the PSAC by opting for 
strike action, rare for this union. Close on 
their heels is the larger, more significant 
General Labour Trades group (GLT), another 


component of the РЅАС. Its 18,600 members 
include postal truck and automated machinery 
repairmen, airport mechanics and military 
base repair personnel, and cowboys in Alberta, 
too. The GLT is preparing for a strike in late 
late February or March on a 42% wage demand 
aimed at closing the wage differential with 
equivalent private sector classifications. 


& The strike of Canadian mint workers, now 


Founded by parliamentary initiative in- 
stead of mass struggle, the PSAC has tradi- 
tionally been a company union with friendly 
relations with management, a top-down struc- 
ture designed to immobilize the rank and 
file, and a bargaining unit including seg- 
ments of management itself, up to the sub- 
ministerial level. Nevertheless, the rise in 
militancy among public sector workers gener- 
ally has found expression within the PSAC 
and its leadership is being forced to res- 
pond by undertaking a defense against the 
further erosion of the standard of living of 
the membership. A hard line from Ottawa is 
to be expected, given that the PSAC, the lar- 
gest union in Canada, represents all federal 
employees with the exception of the postal 
workers. The evolution of the PSAC towards 
trade unionism and away from "professional 
associationism" will have important implica- 
tions for all public sector workers. 


it became clear that the union leadership had 
put all their eggs into the bargaining basket 
and saw the negotiations as an end in them- 
selves. Trower's retreat on wage demands: 
(from 61.5% in November to 41% in mid-Decem- 
ber, to 29% at Christmas) were based on a 
strategy of making negotiations work by 
appearing to make substantial sacrifices on 
the CSAO side in order to force minor conces- 
sions from the government. Trower withdrew 
even further, stating he was prepared to go 
lower and even drop the demand for a cost of 
As negotiati: 


being made from the CSAO side of the table. 
The government could see that the union lead 
ership was not making serious preparations 
оп a strike. 


*ТНЕ PUBLIC FACE OF THE CSAO 


The CSAO spent $300,000 on a campaign 
around the theme "Free the Servants". It be- 
gan by putting forward, in a forceful manner, 


the psac 


steps out 


"UNITY, SOLIDARITY, AND DISCIPLINE” 
BUT MOSTLY DISCIPLINE 


The actions of the GLT leadership in 
preparation for the strike are designed to 
respond to some of the demands from the rank 
and file, while ensuring that things do not 
get out of hand. The GLT has organized mass 
meetings across the country to brief its mem- 
bership on the state of bargaining. In an 
attempt to build support, these meetings have 
been open to all GLTers, members of other 
PSAC locals, as well as to fraternal repre- 
sentatives of postal letter carriers (LCUC) 
and inside postal workers (СОРМ), All this 
May sound like a union on its way to a mili- 
tant strike but images can be deceiving. The 
national tour had a dual purpose--to prepare 
the ranks for a possible strike and to lay 
down the law on how the strike would be or- 
ganized. 

The GLT bureaucracy has no intention of 
either mobilizing its full membership or in- 
cluding the ranks in strike strategy or set- 


tlement. The GLT brass will set up a strike 
strategy committee, made up of union full- 
timers to direct all initiatives, Only around 
5000 GLT members will be told to go out, 
while the majority of locals will be asked 
to raise strike funds and support picket 
lines. Military bases will not be struck. 
Post affices and airports will be the prime 


the case of the CSAO workers. Such a campaign 
held the potential to cut across the argu- 
ments of the bourgeois press, and to build 
support for the struggle of the CSAO members. 
But this campaign was conducted without 
mobilizing the membership. Rather than acting 
to complement the activities of the members, 
the campaign served as a substitute for such 
activity--thereby helping to derail and dif- 
fuse the struggle, Moreover, the content of 
the campaign itself was overly defensive. It 
directed most of its arguments against "pub- 
lic opinion" created by the press rather than 
focusing on winning the support from other 
workers and trade unions which shared the 
concerns of the CSAO workers. 

Within the CSAO, there was practically no 
discussion during the course of negotiations. 
Its mass meetings televised across the pro- 
vince (at the start and end of negotiations), 
and increased distribution of the union bul- 
letin were positive steps. But these measures 
can be contrasted to the complete absence of 
meeting during negotiations to discuss bar- 
gaining points and strike preparation and the 
lack of a negotiating committee bulletin, 
Thus an uninformed rank-and-file had neither 
the information, nor the organizational forms 
to discuss and criticize the deals made at 
the table. In future, in the CSAO, as else- 
where, it is essential to challenge all 
secret negotiations by holding negotiating 
teams answerable to decision-making mass 
meetings of the membership. Full daily reports 
must be made to the membership if they are to 
be able to exercise such control effectively. 
And bargaining must be backed up by real 
preparation for strike action. 


А BUREAUCRATIC BREED 
The attempts of the CSAO bureaucracy to 
build the struggle are an example of the 
activities of a new breed of bureaucrat 
emerging in the young public sector associa- 
tions and unions. Because they lack the firm 
and long-established control of the old 


аса 
But their militancy is not geared towards 
mobilizing the union membership. Militant 
rhetoric injected into the media is substitu- 
ted for membership control of struggl: This 
form of manoeuvring is particularly effective 
from the point of view of the union leadership 
because it catches the union militants off 
guard. It appears that a strong stance is 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 17-- 


target of picket lines. The GLT leadership 
has called for "Unity, Solidarity and Disci- 
pline". "Discipline" has clearly been ex- 
plained to mean following the directives 
from Ottawa. Gordon Kritsch, chief negotia- 
tor for GLT, implied in a Toronto meeting 
that the Vancouver local of the GLT will 
not be called out because the membership 
there has said, "if there is a strike we 
will lead it". It is clear that if the GLT 
membership wants a militant and successful 
strike, they will have to organize it them- 
selves. Local, democratically elected strike 
committees can begin by organizing support 
among other public sector unions and devel- 
oping strike strategy. 

Rather than "bringing management to its 
knees", as promised by Kritsch, the present 
strategy of the bureaucracy promises to be 
а new game of management unionism--taking 
out certain locals but assuring that general 
government operations are not disturbed, A 
critical test will be the effect of the 
strike on the post office where rank and 
file GLTers are closer to the ranks of LCUC 
and СОРИ (themselves moving into negotia- 
tions), than are the brass of the three 
unions. A top down strike that does not 
break down the sectoral animosity maintained 
by the bureaucrats of these three unions 
could bring a repeat of the past--picket 
lines being crossed by members of other 
unions. On the other hand, unity at the 
rank and file level will ensure that picket 
lines are honoured, thereby bringing a halt 
to post office operations. The unanimous 
decision of CUPW members in Vancouver to 
support PSAC picket lines is an example to 
be followed by other public sector workers 
if the GLTers are to win. 


FOR FULL PUBLIC SECTOR SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE GLT АКО THE MINT WORKERS! 


KEN TUCKER 
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BC East Asians under racist attac 


support Self-defense 


The NDP government calls it "isolated 

vandalism." The East Indian workers of 

British Columbia have another word for 
it. That word is racisn. 

For the past seventy years the East 
Indians living in British Columbia have been 
the victims of racist attacks; from this his- 
torical perspective, racist violence is 
nothing new to them. But since the fall of 
1973 they have witnessed a sharp rise in the 
frequency of such attacks; their homes and 
community centers have been broken into, 
defaced and ransacked. Beatings and muggings 
have become commonplace. School children are 
confronted with day-to-day abuse, taunting 
and stonings. In one case a couple was 
stabbed in bed by intruders who broke into 
their house. Since this wave of attacks 
began, at least two East Indians have died 
at the hands of white racists. 

And when members of the community take 
steps to defend themselves, the Vancouver 
police are never far’ away--to charge the 
East Indians with assault while their 
attackers go free. 

Unlike Toronto, the attacks do not came 
fran an organized group like the fascist 
Western Guard. They occur in the form of 
sporadic and disorganized beatings carried 
out by working class and street youth in the 
Killarney-Fraserview area of Vancouver. But 
it is of more than passing interest that the 
nazi North American White People's Party has 
carried out door-to-door leafletting in the 
area, and that reactionary whites in at 
least one Vancouver neighbourhood have been 
organizing a campaign to refuse to rent 
hanes to East Indians. 


POLICE PROTECTION, , «ОК SELF-DEFENCE? 
The onslaught of this violence produced 


businessmen of the East Indian Welfare 


оп сор killing and police violence -- 


dead of a gunshot wound in the chest; 

Calgary: Detective Boyd Davidson, dead 
of a gunshot wound in the neck; Moncton: 
Corporal Aurele Bourgeois and Constable 
Michael O'Leary, dead, both shot in the back 
of the head. Four dead cops. And from the 
reaction of the cops and the press, you'd 
think it was the end of the world. 

These killings (three of them within one 
week of one another) are being seized upon 
by various interest groups to try to stem a 
massive decline in public respect for the 
forces of order. 

The hysteria whipped up in Moncton. included 
the holding of what amounted to a state 
funeral for Bourgeois and O'Leary. 2,000 
people and 500 cops were mobilized to take 
part in the ceremony, while Moncton's city 
council orchestrated the closing of most of 
the city's government offices, schools and 
shops on the morning of the funerals. 
Simultaneously, the bourgeois press in many 
centers has launched a massive campaign 
(along with the Canadian Police Association) 
to restore the use of the existing death 
penalty for killers of police and prison 
guards. Plans are afoot to collect a million 
signatures demanding that the federal 
government take this course of action. At 
the present time, it is not inconceivable 
that the cops could actually collect that 
many signatures. 

This campaign is part of a larger pattern, 
in which police agencies across the country 
are coming under increasing pressure. 

The developing social and economic crisis is 
producing a growing level of overt conflict; 
the police response is one of increased bru- 
tality and willingness to resort to violence; 
and this in turn is producing resistance from 
wide sectors of the populace. So we are 
treated to the spectacle of Ontario Education 
Minister Tom Wells touring the schools with 
a police choir, giving pep talks on the 
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2 Vancouver: RCMP Corporal Roger Pierlet, 


Association (EIWA) have worked to deflect the 
anger of the other wing of the comunity, 
predominately working class in composition. 
They have done this by pressuring the NDP and 
city governments for increased police patrols, 
and by attempting to steer mass meetings into 
dialogues with NDP ministers. 

„А strategy based on reliance on the 
police is disasterous. The ROMP have demon- 
strated for years where they stand, but the 
most immediate example comes from their role 
in last summer's strike at Consumer Pallet 
in Burnaby. For a week, management personnel 
armed with 2x4s and pipes attacked the 20 
East Indian workers on the picket line, and 
the ROMP stood by and watched, only to move 
in and harass the workers when management 
withdrew. The call for increased police pro- 
tection alone conceals the real role of the 
police which is one of repression towards 
East Indians and others. 

For the East Asian workers, the diffi- 
culty of their situation has hindered the 
development of a clear response. In November 
1973, a meeting of 500 East Asians, mostly 
workers, agreed to a call for self-defense 
of the comunity but were unclear on how to 
implement this approach, Where the organi- 
zation of workers self-defense squads can be 
posed іп many industrial struggles, the ог- 
ganization of self-defence of an ethni com- 
munity is a far more dubious proposal. From 
the military standpoint alone, it is simpler 
to organize the defence of a single picket 
line or occupation than to attempt to or- 
ganize a series of squads to defend a com 


such a scale to be maintained mee an 
indefinite peri 


virtues of the police, and to analogous 
publicity campaigns in B.C. schools and 
elsewhere. 

In the face of these developments, it is 
necessary to state a few things to keep a 
certain perspective on reality. 


THE TIP OF THE ICEBURG 


First, we do not denounce the violence 
of cop killers, nor do we eulogize it. 
Simply, we regard it as the tip of an ice- 
berg, a modest indication of increasing 
social tension and the massive hatred of 
the police and RCMP that exists everywhere. 

Second, it is necessary to point out the 
calculated hypocrisy of the present cam- 
paign, which is deliberately engineered to 
obscure the main sources of violence in 
Canadian society. The primary source of 
this violence remains the organized 
repressive forces of the Canadian state. 

***The violence of the RCMP, an occu- 
pation army. patrolling the prison reserves 
of this country, beating and killing with- 
out restraint. How many Fred Quilts have 
died at their hands? Why is it that no 
mountie has ever been charged for murder? 
The blood of literally thousands is on 
their hands, from the murder of Riel to the 
Estevan massacre to the attack on the 
Native caravan on Parliament Hill. And if 
this is not enough, we can add more to it: 
namely, international murder by proxy, 
whether that of Haitian militants sent to 
their deaths at the hands of the Ton Ton 
Macoute, or of. the hundreds of Chileans 
fingered by Immigration and RCMP operatives 
in Santiago, refused entry to Canada and 
turned over to the Junta. 

***The violence of the cops. Artistic 
Woodwork. Firestone. United Aircraft. Dare. 
Texpack. The beatings by the Toronto Don 
Jail goon squad continue, publicity not- 


to raise the importance of self-defence in 
the comunity as a whole as a partial alter- 
native to reliance on the police. To a 
certain extent this is being done in the 
commmnity already through a few organized 
efforts at self-defence around specific 
events in the East Asian comunity such as 
services at Sikh temples, 


WHO ARE ALLIES? 


Another key task in the fight against 
racist attacks is to carry the struggles into 
the organized workers movement. At this point 
no major component of the province's trade 
union movement has taken up the struggle 
against the attacks, with the very partial 
exception of theIWA. This task is made easier 
by the fact that a large proletarian core 
exists among the East Asians. This core has a 
particularly high concentration in the saw- 
mills and forest product plants in and around 
Vancouver, most of which are organized into 
the IWA. 

But there are big obstacles. The biggest 
of al] is the historical prevalence of racism 
and xenophobia in BC's white proletariat, a 
racism that has been directed at the Chinese, 
Japanese and East Indians at various times. 
This legacy of racism still weighs heavily 
in the white working class of B.C., as shown 
by the 1971 race riot in Quesnel. 

Work inside the trade unions begins to 


WHAT IS TO BE DONE? 


A third to the attacks, cample- 


response 
mentary to self-defence and trade union work 
are the preparation of city-wide anti-racist 
mobilizations. Native people in BC, subject 
to racist attacks from the police and ROMP, 
as well as left groups and community groups 


effectiveness to the struggle against the 
attacks and racism more generally. In addi- 
tion such demonstrations and rallies can draw 
into action worker militants scattered 
throughout the labour movement who in turn 
can act to bring pressure to bear on the 
against the attacks. 

At present the only significant pole of 
militancy within the East Indian Community 
has been provided by the East Indian Defence 
Comittee (EIDC), a formation which is 
politically close to the Comunist Party of 
Canada (Marxist-Leninist). Throughout its 
existence, the committee has taken a consis- 
tent stand on the need to organize self- 
defence in response to the attacks. But, 
unfortunately the EIIC has maintained a fuzzy 
position on the question of class alliances 
and has tended towards sectarianism in its 
organization, thus limiting the base of 
potential support fram the left and comunity 
groups. 


NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT 


The importance of develo ing an organized 
response against the racist attacks goes 
inmediate self-defence. The strike at 
Consumer Pallet is an indication that vio- 
‘lence against East Indians will not be con- 
fined to individual attacks. As the present 
crisis of the capitalist economy deepens and 
intensifies, racist violence will increase 
both on the picket line and in the community. 
In a situation of increased ‘social tension 
the government will also move harder against 
oppressed minorities in an attempt to divide 
the working class on racist lines. Such 
attempts by the government, police and 
racist thugs will find same reverberations 
in the historically racist BC working class. 
This makes it even more urgent to fight 


withstanding. Police violence in interro- 
gations, recently exposed ir Toronto, 
continue across the country. 

***To these we should also add the 
violence of the army, whether concretely in 
the form of the armed occupation of Quebec 
in October 1970, or in its preparations for 
use against the English Canadian working 
class. 

Thus, we do not weep bitter tears if the 
police and RCMP's monopoly of violence has 
been broken. And in a society based on the 
violence of private property, and propped up 
in the last analysis by naked force, it 
should not surprise us that some have con- 
cluded that force has to be met by force, 
and that the only effective counter to the 
violence of oppression lies in the demo- 
cratization of violence. 

But even here we have only drawn a 
partial picture of the brutality of Canadian 
capitalism. We have not dealt with Canadian 
aid to Thieu, the economic reinforcement of 
Brazilian fascism, the dismemberment of 
native and Inuit society; we have not touched 
on NATO, Brascan or James Bay, But even with 
these omissions, there is one further aspect 
of institutional murder that casts further 
light on the real sources of violence in 
Canadian class society. We are talking about 
the mass murder of over 1,200 workers 
in 1974, 


MURDER, LTD. 


"No one sets out to deliberately kill a 
man, but some get pretty close to it out of 
carelessness. They figure ‘Why not take a 
chance, it's not my neck I'm risking'." 
(Keith Cleverdon, director of the construc- 
tion safety branch, Ontario Department of 
Labour) 


As the economic crisis in Canada 
deepens, government attacks on mino- 
rities, and racism in general, will 
escalate. In face of growing unemployment 
and inflation, a capitalist government will 
always resort to such measures in an attempt 
to weaken the working class by dividing it 
along racial and ethnic lines--blaming 
"illegal" immigrants for high unemployment 
is the first step. The deportations of 1500 
Haitian immigrants (reported in the last 
issue of the 014 Mole) is just the beginning. 
In response to the developing situation, the 
Alliance against Racism and Political 
Repression (ARPR) was recently formed in 
Toronto. 

The aim of the Alliance is to begin the 
task of public education and defense against 
racist government policies as well as other 
forms of racism and political repression. 

The Alliance, in which the RMG participates, 
sees the deportation threat against the 
Haitian immigrants as the immediate central 
focus of its work. Many of these immigrants 
would face repression, torture, and even . 
death at the hands of the ruthless Duvalier 
dictatorship were they forced to return to 
Haiti. The deportation hearings have begun 
and official reports state that 116 Haitians 
have already been ordered deported. Some 
have been sent back to Haiti already and 
arrested as they stepped off the plane. 

The Alliance has issued a call for the 
founding of an Ad-hoc Committee Against the 
Deportations of the Haitians and is pro- 
posing building actions over the next couple 
of months leading to nationally co-ordinated 
demonstrations. 

The cali reads in part: 

"Тһе grave situation facing hundreds of 
Haitians -сотеѕ at a time when the govern- 
ment's Green Paper on immigration is creating 
an atmosphere of racism and threatening 
growing cutbacks in immigration from Third 
World countries. The government is blaming 
immigrants for the growing economic crisis in 
Canada. But immigrants, especially from Third 
World countries, are not the cause, they are 
the first victims of the economic crisis. The 
Haitians are the government's test case for 
imposing further restrictions, deportations 
and attacks. 

"...Мапу prominent groups and individuals, 
trade unions, churches and community organi: 


aga р 
Montreal the Comite d' "Action EAH EEE 
has been regularly picketing the immigration 


"If you suggest to a manager that you 
want to talk about his safety performance, 
you get a polite brushoff. But if you say 
you want to speak to him about productivity 
and profits, then his ears perk up.” 

(Jack Fletcher, management consultant on 
industrial safety) 


According to no less a source than the 
International Labour Organization, in 1972 
Canada had the third most dangerous rail- 
ways in the world, with a rate of fatal 
accidents for railway workers only surp- 
passed by Guatamala and Syria. In the same 
year, the Canadian construction industry had 
the fourth highest rate of fatalities out of 
19 countries (Guatamala, Niger and Puerto 
Rico took the first three slots). In manu- 
facturing, Canada took 10th place out of 29. 
In mining, Canada placed 6th out of 17, and 
in coal mining it had the second highest 
fatality rate of any country reporting. 
Behind these statistics lies the fact that 
Canadian capital, despite its civilized 
exterior, is one of the most bloody and 
rapacious in the world. 

It is not necessary to use a gun to 
kill. Other means are available. Black lung, 
asbestosis, silicosis, falls, cancer induced 
by polyvinyl chloride, lead poisoning, over- 
exposure to uranium ore--all are equally 
effective. 

When the Acadia Gull sank, with both 
lifeboats rusted to the davits, and sixteen 
men drowned, there were no charges. 

When 40 tree fallers were killed on the 
job in BC (out of a total of 1,000), there 
was no mass petition campaign, 

So let's keep a perspective on cop 
killing. Murder is murder, but mass murder 
is mass murder. 


MONSTRATION IN SUPPORT OF MONTREAL HAITIANS, 


Haiti 


hearings and has organized several demon- 
strations, including one in Ottawa. In 
Toronto there have also been protest meetings 
and demonstrations. 

".,.despite the widespread concern and pro- 
test on behalf of the Haitians, the govern- 
ment is continuing the deportations. Only 
through broadening the protest can the 
hundreds more Haitians facing deportation be 
defended. 


The first meeting of the Ad-hoc Committee 
in Toronto is being held on January 30. It is 
critical that defense of the Haitians is 
mounted across the country. We urge others to 
take up the defense of the Haitians by 
forming committees in their areas. 

For further information write to: 

Alliance against Racism and Political 


Toronto, 
Jan. 16, 1974. 


It is impossible to collect detailed 
statistics on fatal industrial accidents. 
After attempting to obtain them from the 
Federal Department of Labour, the Ontario 
Labour Department, the Industrial Accident 
Prevention Association, the International 
Labour Organization, the Ontario Federation 
of Labour, the Metro Toronto Labour Council 
and several other sources, we came to the 
conclusion that comprehensive national sta- 
tistics were unavailable. (Surprise!) There- 
fore, the table below is only a partial 
approximation of the danger of various jobs. 
The rates indicated are those paid to Ont- 
ario Workmen's Compensation for every $100 
paid in wages. Out of 109 different rates, 
police ranked at 65th, two thirds the way 
down the list. 


Building wrecking $11.00 
Stevedoring $11.00 
Gold Mining $ 8.50 
Logging, lumbering $ 8.25 
Tunneling $ 6.00 
Mining, other $ 5.15 
Excavating $ 4.50 
Farming $ 4.00 
Construction $ 3.80 
Road Construction $ 3,50 
Trucking $ 3.25 
Meat packing $ 2.50 
Sign painting $ 2.25 
Grain handling $ 1.75 
Baking $ 1.50 
Police $ 1.20 
Auto Assembly $ 1.20 
Paint Manufacturing $ 1.20 
Janitor $ 0.95 
Bus and taxi driving $ 0.90 
Nursing $ 0.60 


(Figures From 1974 Rate Book, Ontario 
Workmen's Compensation Board) 


WOLFE REUBENS 
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Postal workers have experienced a situ- 
& ation of rapid flux over the past few 

months and the outcome of the situation 
still remains unclear. The Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers (CUPW) raid against the Letter 
Carriers Union of Canada (LCUC) ended up in 
failure with the January 16 decision by the 
Public Service Staff Relations Board (PSSRB), 
which in effect restored the LCUC's certifica- 
tion to represent Letter Carriers and truck 
drivers: 
* a blitz campaign led by the Vancouver LCUC 
and CUPW local executives to call an inmediate 
strike for a dollar an hour across-the-board 
increase fizzled, 
* splits have begun to appear in the Cabinet 
on how to handle contract negotiations in the 
public sector, 
* and a major breach has opened in Vancouver, 
where attempts to implement rank-and-file uni- 


the likelihood of a major struggle between 
the 38,000 postal workers and the federal 
state 


In late December the situation was far 
less promising. The maneuvres of the LCUC and 
the CUPW bureaucracy had begun to produce sub- 
stantial confusion and demoralization among 
the rank-and-file. Several attempts by-mili- 


fully out-maneuvred by the bureaucrats. The 
situation still remains somewhat confused and 
there is still much that has to be done to 
ensure that an effective struggle can take 
Place, but it is clear that the month of Janu- 
ary saw several important steps taken toward 
this goal. 


VANCOUVER-A REAL STEP FORWARD 


In late January the Vancouver local of 
1С0С held a special strike meeting at which а 
motion calling for the. formation of a national 
strike coordinating committee between the LCUC 
and CUPW was passed overwhelmingly by the 300 
members present. A referendum giving the па- 
tional executive a mandate to strike was also 
passed by a 98% majority. 

A few days later the CUPW local meeting in 
Vancouver overwhelmingly endorsed calling for 
a national coordinating committee to ensure 
joint work with LCUC, joint strike dates and a 
joint contract. Also passed was the call for a 
joint membership meeting with the Vancouver 
ICUC local. As we go to press, we have re- 
ceived a report that the LCUC local execu- 
tive responded to the CUPW's proposal with 
а соцпіег-ргороѕа1 to hold a joint executives 
meeting instead of a joint local 
The excuse for the stalling is to await the 
election of the new CUPW national executive 
in order to determine who it will be dealing 
with, Such organizational justifications are 
no valid reasoning for holding up cooperation 
оп the local level when the basis of common 
meetings has clearly been estalished in Van- 
couver. Nevertheless, the Vancouver СОРИ pe- 
tition is now being circulated across the 


country and must be taken up by other locals. 
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2,3, MANY 
VANCOUVERS 


Several weeks before these developments in 
Vancouver, the CUPW local executive there had 
Played the central role in pushing for an іл- 
mediate strike. Militants in the local 
fought against this move on the basis that 
it was a mistake to strike when the member- 
ships were divided and confused over the 
goals of the strike and uninformed as to how 
it would be organized and carried out. Such 
а course under these conditions would have 
run a high risk that the strike would have 
been easily defeated, A majority of workers 
agreed with the perspective of the milit- 
ants. At the same time, the CUPW western 
regional director, Frank Walden, mobilized 
the executives of virtually every local in 
the west against the Vancouver executive's 
move. The result was that the Vancouver 
executive, caught between its membership 
and the national bureaucracy, was virtually 
crushed. This in turn made it possible for 
the present initiatives to unify and mobi- 
lize the memberships of both locals to 
succeed. 

The events in Vancouver show the way 
forward to an effective struggle, but only 
to the extent that they are repeated across 


and confusion that still exists elsewhere 
lies in creating 2—3--many Vancouvers. 


THE CABINET TOUGHENS UP — 

At the same time as the « 
above have been taking place, the first 
signs of a hard-line current in the Cabinet 
have became visible. Jean Chretien, Treasury 
Board Minister and the one ultimately in 
charge of meeting the costs of any new con- 
tract, recently came out with a hard attack 
on the Ontario governments’ 21.5% settle- 
ment with the CSAO (see "Servants..." arti- 
cle elsewhere in this issue). Chretien де- 
nounced the settlement as an inflationary 
one and stated that Davis should never have 
made such a concession. This cames at the 
same time as Tumer is publicly complaining 
about his failure to carry his positions on 
budgeting matters within the Cabinet and as 
the government is taking a hard-line against 
the Public Service Alliance. Also, the Cana- 
dian National (a crown corporation under the 
Cabinet) has begun proceedings to take the 
Brotherhood of Locamotive Engineers to court 
for it's “illegal strike activity". 

Postmaster General Mackasey remains com- 
mitted to a soft line on wages. For him and 
the majority of the Cabinet, the central goal 
that must be achieved is to automate the 
Post Office as quickly as possible in order 
to boost the level of productivity and at 
least reduce the present massive deficit. 
This willingness to concede on wages has even 
extended to certain working conditions, as 
shown by MacKasey's present public opposition 
to too intensive surveillance. But for the 
first time since last spring a visible oppo- 
sition has developed within the Cabinet. 
‘That opposition favours a much harder resis- 
tance to all of the union's demands. 
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general shift by the government towards а 
head-on conflict with the postal workers, 

it is certain that Chretien and campany will 
significantly reduce the ability of Trudeau 
and Mackasey to offer a big wage carrot to 
clinch the deal on automation. 


AUTOMATION AND QUEBEC СИРИ 


One further aspect remains. In a major 
departure from the CUPW's actual bargaining 
policy, the Quebec wing of the СОРИ bureau- 
cracy has come out in favour of including the 
effects of automation as a central contract 
demand. This has positive implications inso- 
far as it raises the possibility that auto- 
mation will not be passively accepted by the 
bureaucrats in exchange for a relatively 
high wage settlement. However, the negative 
implications have a much more immediate im- 
portance. No English Canadian local has taken 
this position on automation, producing a 
split set of contract demands and opening the 
way for Ottawa to play off the Canadian locals 
against the the Quebecois. 

It is absolutely crucial that no collec- 
tive agreement be signed by English Canadian 
locals unless the automation question is re- 
solved in favour of the postal workers. This 
will only be accomplished through a fomula- 
tion of the bargaining goals of both unions, 
since for years the bureaucracy has refused 
to develop an effective counter to the govern- 


for higher wages brings us full circle, since 
it will only be reversed if the гапк-апа- 
file is capable of enforcing its own control 
-over coming negotiations, a control that can 
only take place through the establishment of 
an elected national negotiating committee. 
light of this, it is clear that the 
gece of the Vancouver initiative ex- 
tends beyond simply (!) the establishment of 
democratic control of the membership over the 
organization of the strike. An elected natio- 
a unified position on automation is developed 
as quickly as possible. It is even further 
necessary to ensure that a militant unity be 
developed between Canadian and Quebecois 
postal workers and that Ottawa be deprived 
of any chance to play one against the other. 
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But having said this, we repeat: What is 
necessary is to create 2, 3, many Vancouvers! 
** For a national CUPW/LCUC strike committee 

elected by the membership and subject to 
recall whenever it fails to carry out the 
decisions of the membership. 

** For an end to any form of secret negoti- 
ations. 

** For a unified set of contract demands— 
including the right of veto over the пе- 
gative effects of automation. 

** For joint local meetings and a fighting 
unity. 


Only struggle will create workers' democracy! 
Only workers' democracy will win the struggle! 
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The present crisis wracking the world econany re- 

veals the cruel irrationality of late capitalisn 

in its starkest form. We live in a system that 
creates a massive overproduction of cars, with global 
lay-offs of auto workers alone numbering same 400,000 
while at the same time inducing a market-confined 
scarcity of basic food stuffs that condems thousands 
daily to die of starvation. It is a system that cannot 
convert the massive surplus capacity of the auto indus- 
try to manufacture tractors, irrigation pumps, and farm 
machinery of all sorts to meet the urgent needs of the 
peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Only as 
long as the majority of the worlds people are ruled by 
a system, where production takes place for profit rath- 
er than to satisfy human needs, will this social insan- 
ity continue. 

But capitalism is condemned to death. Production 
for profit has no future. The world cries out for a 
planned econamy where the tremendous technological 
potential of the industrialized countries can be har- 
nessed to meet human needs on an international scale. 
This is a period where the world revolution is on 

the rise. The courageous fighters of the neo-colonial 
revolution in South East Asia, in Latin America, and 
now in South Africa, are being joined by the rise of 
the workers' movement in the imperialist countries. Im- 
perialism itself has united this force in a common 
struggle against their oppression, a struggle that will 
be carried on by the self-organization of the workers 
and peasants. Socialist revolution will at once be made 
to meet the most elementary human needs for food and 
shelter and at the same time to open the doors to the 
highest creative expression humanity has ever known. 


TIME TO FIGHT 


ing disasterous proportions, not only for 

the workers directly involved, but for the 
econamy as a whole, is agreed upon by one 
and all. However the analyses of the crisis 
from yarious sources are only partial and 
fail to grasp its overall nature. First, we 
were told that the auto crisis was due to 

the oil crisis - ‘blame it on the sheiks'. 
Now that oil prices have stabilized while the 
auto crisis continues to intensify, the press 
is not so loud with this explanation. Sug- 
gestions that it is due to the effect of the 
general recession on buying power also abound. 
The NDP and trade union leadership have gen- 
erally bought this analysis. While these fac- 


The facts of the auto crisis are stark: 

* The total workforce in the auto industry 
in the US is nearly 800,000 and in Canada 
55,000. By the end of January announced lay- 
offs will be over 30% (or 240,000 unemployed) 
in the US and 13% (7.150 unemployed) in Сап- 
ada. These figures exclude jobs lost through 
attrition - 8,000 in US Ford alone in the 
last year. 

* тп the auto parts industry the 35,000 1а- 
bour force in Canada has an indefinite lay- 
off rate of 13-15%. Л 

* In 1974 Canadian subsidiaries of the Big 
Four sold 1,057,244 cars and trucks - an in- 


crease of 1.5% over 1973. In the US sales of з 
cars declined 23% in 1974 (from 9.17 million tors have affected the auto industry, they 


to 7.5 million). Even these figures are mis- are a partial analysis of the problem. Since 

leading because the major decline in sales а partial analysis leads to partial solu- 

has occurred over the past three months. For tions, a full analysis of the auto crisis 

example, in December alone, Canadian car sales is required in order to develop an effect- 

plummeted 14%. ive response. 

* A record backlog of 1.6 million cars in 

January when measured against current buying AN INTERNATIONAL CRISIS 

show that even if all the auto plants were х : _ 

shut down, this surplus would last until the While our major concern is Canada and the 

end of April. US, it mast be pointed out that the auto 
crisis is international in character. Figures 


І NEVER THOUGHT I'D HEAR 
MYSELF SAY IT MYSELF, ,,BUT REALLY, 


* Projections that car sales will fall as 
low as 6.5% million in the US this year mean 
that not only will indefinite layoffs become 
permanent but that further massive layoffs 
are in store 
* The autbacks in auto production have meant 
a 25% drop in orders to steel companies, a 
20% drop in glass and aluminum orders and a 
substantial drop in orders for lead, rubber 
‘and malleable iron. Since these industries 
sell 48-65% of their output to the auto іп- 
dustry, the crisis will also mean substantial 
layoffs there too. 

There is perverse truth in the saying 
that "What is good for General Motors is good 
for the USA." That the auto crisis is reach- 


on the fall in profits for the first quarter 
Of 1974 indicate the depth of the crisis in- 
ternationally: 98% for Chrysler, 85% for Gen- 
exal Motors, 83% for Toyota, 66% for Ford, 


and 40% for Nissan. British Leyland was saved 
fram collapse by Labour Government subsidies 
and Citroen is a hair's breadth from bank- 
ruptcy. The crisis of the auto industry is 
not simply an aspect of the recession. It is 
also a classical capitalist crisis of over- 
production in an industry. Although the crisis 
is exacerbated by the recession it is а struc- 
tural crisis of the industry itself, which 
means that even with an upturn in the economy, 
the auto industry will be hard put to recoup 


CAPITALINT CRISIS DEEPENS 
more than can be sokl... 


You" LL 
NEVER BELIEVE ME, 


THE ONLY SOLUTION IS 
REVOLUTION, 


its losses. 

The auto crisis is developing under the 
impetus of three major factors: the recession 
in most of the imperialist countries; the 
economic effects of the increase in the price 
of oil; and the.end of the long phase of ac- 
celerated growth in the market for automobiles 
in the US, Western Europe and Japan. 


EFFECTS OF THE RECESSION 


The automobile industry is more vulner- 
able to even moderate fluctuations in the 
economy than other branches of industry pro- 
ducing consumer goods. The household of a 
factory, or white collar worker, can make 
quicker and broader reductions in its budget 
under the ‘automobile’ category than under 
"Ғоой' or 'clothing' not to mention 'rent' 
and related services like heat, electricity, 
etc. This reduction in the buying power of 
the consumer is what is presently being point- 
ed to by most analyists as the ‘problem’ with 
the auto industry. Based on this logic the 
NDP has called on the t to drop the 
12% sales tax on automobiles. But reduced 
buying power is not sufficient explanation. 


SATURATION 


The deepening recession in the US and 
Canada has aggravated the auto crisis consi- 
derably but the fact is that the rapid ex- 
pansion of the auto industry during the 
1950's and 60's—one of the main stimulants 
of the capitalist countries economies 
during this period--was coming to an end 
even without the assistance of recession. 
The automobile market has been saturated 
and will continue to be so long beyond any 
upturn in the economy. Given the present 
structure of incomes in advanced capitalist 
countries, pratically all households that 


want to buy a car and аге able to do so 
@ аниа 


AUTO covrnuep 


(either on credit or on time) without dis- 
astrously eating into others parts of their 
incomes, already own a car. Under such condi- 
tions, current production serves an almost 
exclusively replacement function. It tends 
less and less to increase the general sales 
of automobiles. Market saturation is basic 
to_the crisis within the auto industry. 

The only way the situation could be 
changed is if there were a considerable 
incréase in the incomes of the lowest-paid 
workers, or if the prices of autos were very 
sharply reduced,“ Both are virtually ruled 
out for the forseeable future. Under the 
twin blows of inflation and recession, real 
wages stagnate or decline. After the econamy 
turns up once again, inflation will probably 
accelerate. The increase in the real income 
of working class households will be quite 
modest if it occurs at all. As for reduction 
in prices, just the opposite is occuring. 
Nearly all the auto giants have responded to 
the decline in sales and profits by increas- 
ing the sale price of their cars. Only a 
real technological revolution in the indus- 
try which reduced the cost of production 30 
to 50 percent, could lead one or the other 
companies to institue a price decrease sig- 
nificant enough to effect the saturation of 
the market. Clearly this is not in the cards. 

Canada has not yet reached the degree 
of market saturation that most of the ad- 
vanced capitalist countries have. So here 
some expansion in car sales is possible, but 
once again the continental integration of 
the industry, combined with the medium temm 
trend of saturation would mean very little 
for the Canadian industry. 

Markets outside the advanced capit- 
alist countries hold little pramise for the 
auto industry. For semi-colonial countries 
such as Mexico or Brazil, the income struc- 
ture is such that purchase of a private 
autamobile is ruled out for the vast majority 
of workers and peasants. In the workers’ 
states, the import of private cars is гез- 
txicted to minimal proportions, 


THE OIL CRISIS 


Although the oil crisis is now seldom 
blamed for the auto crisis, the hysteria of 
the past year should not be forgotten. The 
oil crisis no doubt had a complicating 
effect on the auto crisis. Higher gasoline 
prices produced more of a shift to small 
cars and a trend towards less use of the 
automobile than a decline in sales them- 
selves, This is shown by the fact that US 
sales of small cars are declining only 
modestly in camparison to the collapse of 
the big gas-eaters. The Big Four have moved 
toward reconversion for small car production, 
But the lack of funds for investment and the 
uncertainty weighing on the future of the 
industry has meant that reconversion pro- 
grams have been less ambitious than expec- 
ted. It is the interaction of all these fac- 
tors that have combined to produce the cur- 
rent auto crisis. 


THE REPLY TO THE REFORMISTS 


The auto corporations, in a real bind, 
are pushing their problems onto the backs 
of the workers, as is usual in capitalist 
society. It is the auto workers who are pay- 
ing the price of unemployment to save the 
industry from collapse. Unfortunately, the 
‘leadership' of the workers' organizations 
is trying to solve the problems of the cap- 
italists instead of organizing the workers 
to fight against bearing the brunt of the 
crisis. This too is nothing new. The NDP 
has emerged from its internal crisis to make 
the puny demand that the government cut the 
12% sales tax for cars sold in Canada. The 
UAW brass, despite President Leonard Wood- 
cock's cry that the UAW is "trying to rouse 
people to fight the right battle" has so far 
offered a two part plan asking for a three 
to five year moratorium on further safety a 
and emission controls and tax relief for the 
consumer. Recently, Woodcock has demonstrat- 
ed his sympathy for the plight of the auto 
companies. He argues that their profits 
margin are paper thin and that the companies 
cannot be expected to reduce prices, sell 
cars and increase employment on a loss basis. 
The Canadian Council of the UAW does little - 
better. The CQUAW is preparing a brief to 
Present to Trudeau in late February with re- 


quests invluding Canada‘s 1.5 bil- 
lion dollar deficit with the US, the 12% tax 
cut, and reduction of the country's dependence 
оп the US econamy by spreading its trade 
around the world. 

All these moves have two things in cam 


sures to be instituted, they would have lit- 
tle effect on the auto industry), and 2) they 
offer no solution—either immediate or long- 
tem to the unemployed auto workers. 

The recent demands of the CCUAW indicate 
а move on their part to try to get the gov- 
ernment to protect the Canadian market fran 
the crisis, and to take advantage of the ге- 
lative health of the Canadian econamy by re- 
ducing econamic ties with the U.S. These 
demands ignore several basic points: that 
the auto industry under the auto-pact is 
continentally integrated and that the $1.5 
billion deficit in auto parts trade is due 
to this continental division of labour. The 
situation will not change without an entire 
renegotiation of the auto-pact—an unlikely 
event given:the crisis in the industry; the 
fact that the recession and the auto crisis 
are both international phenomenon (not simply 
Products of the American economy); and that 
the Canadian market forms a small part of the 
market for the Canadian section of the auto 


The "left" nationalist position of Jim 
Laxer is even more utopian and absurd. He 


swer. Laxer argues that since the market in 
Canada is presently large enough to accamo- 
date а damestic car industry, that 10,000 
jobs can be brought to Canadian auto workers 
by 'Canadianizing' the auto industry. 

Laxer apparently labours under the illusion 
that the Canadian econamy can be disattached 
fram the world econamy, and that the nationa- 
lity of auto industry ownership is somehow 
crucial to this task. This will supposedly 
protect Canadian workers from the long-term 


effects i е 
the politic: of P ae Gee 


proposal is even more cretinous than its есо- 
nomic reasoning. Laxer is proposing that 
10,000 jobs be created in Canada, supposedly 
at the expense,of 10,000 jobs held by auto 
‘workers in the US. He is really saying that 
if the most reactionary bureaucrats of the 
AFL-CIO support American protectionism, then 
why not play tit for tat? This fomula would 
pit Canadian against American workers while 
both root for their respective auto bosses in 
competition with the other. It's hard to be 
a nationalist in Canada these days and retain 
any elements of a socialist perspective on 
the international interests of the working 
class. 

The revolutionary left remains largely 
ineffective in the present situation--a cam- 
bined product of its present marginality to 
the North American workers’ movement and of 
the enormous control which the UAW bureau- 
cracy holds over the union's membership. 
Nevertheless a response to the massive lay- 
offs in the industry must be advanced and 
fought for. Only the combined efforts of all 
UAW members (whether laid off or not) can 
mount an effective defense of those unem- 
ployed and. those about to be. The central 
demand is for a sliding scale of s and 
hours—no loss of J or pay S- 
tribution of available work among all wor- 
kers. This places the responsibility for the 
crisis in the industry on the back of the 
auto corporations where it belongs. 


SEND THEM A MESSAGE 


The initiation of camittees of unemploy- 
ed autoworkers mobilized in unity with em- 
union members to demand jobs would be 
the first step in beginning to fight the lay- 
offs. This would prevent the drift of unem- 
ployed and demoralized workers away from the 
unions. Wherever possible these committees 
should be integrated into existing union struc- 
tures making full use of the resources and funds 
of the union. 
Beyond this, the development of rank and 
file contacts between different plants will 
be critical in developing a coordinated stra- 
tegy to advance as an alternative to the dead- 
end perspectives of the UAW leadership. When 
Dennis McDermott goes to Ottawa in mid-Febru- 
ary to visit Pierre Trudeau, he will go cap 
in hand, with a polite retinue of lieutenants. 
Contrast this with the effect on Msr. Trudeau 
of an angry demonstration of auto workers at 
the door of Parliament with ample support 
from all sectors of the workers movement. 
=~ sage would be clear. 
JENNIFER S а 
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“AMINE 


records countless periods when masses 

Starved to death for lack of food or 
died of plague and diseases that inevitably 
accompany extreme malnutrition. 

What is new is that famines occuring in 
the modern industrial epoch are not caused 
by a shortage of world capacity to produce 
food as they have been in the past. Far from 
it. Capitalism has made huge advances in the 
technology of food production and the science 
2Ё nutrition. The world's Population could be 
fed. In fact it could be fed with plenty of 
excess Capacity. 

The "scarcity" rampant in the world today 
is a scarcity in the ability to pay. For food, 
inder capitalism, is a commodity, bought and 
sold like any other. While the real need of 
starving masses in India, Bangladesh, Paki- 
stan, Ethiopia, etc. is extreme, the price 
f grain has roughly quadrupled in four years 
п the world market. Therefore, people сап 
ішу only a quarter of the quantity they could 
our years ago with the same income. In 
ountry after country of the third world this 
law of the market’ is now causing mass hun- 
er and starvation. Ten thousand die of 
farvation each week in Africa, Asia and 
atin America. 

The law of the market gives the seller a 
ested interest in keeping supplies of his 
emmodity in short supply relative to effec- 
ive demand. This keeps prices and profits as 
igh as possible. To accomplish such an im- 
@lance in the world market for food supplies 
E becomes necessary for the agribusiness 
Snopolists to cut back on production--to 
ake land out of cultivation in order to 
feate market scarcity. This elementary 
logic’ of the capitalist market, is what the 


3 Famine is nothing new. World history 


lains the present food crisis. 
An ex-president of the Food and Agricul- 
wal Organization (FAO) admitted as much 
jen he wrote on the occasion of the 1970 
rld food conference: 
_ "The objective for 1960 set in 1946 was 
е doubling of prewar food production. In 
60 the index of food production stood at 
ly 155, not 200, for as soon аз production 
proached quantities equivalent to effective 
mand, markets became clogged with alleged 
urpluses.' These annoyed governments much 
re than insufficient food levels did." (1) 
The governments he is referring to are 
ose which dominate world exports of grains 
d fertilizers. Most of these are advanced 
pitalist nations, first and foremost being 
e US. American participation in world ex- 
ange of secondary cereals stands at about 
$ of the total, for wheat the figure is 
t; it is 95% for soya and 56.6% for soya 
dder (Figures 1972-73). 


REALS: AN EXAMPLE OF THE TREND 


If we single out cereals, the major food 
Source exported on the world market, it is 
ssible to how the basic workings of the 
Stem have created the present food crisis. 
e world export price of wheat had been 
minishing noticeably since the middle of 
e 1960's. The price index (based on 100 

1963) was 94 in 1969 and 90 in 1970. (2) 
der these conditions, stored stocks as a 
Fcentage of world exports could only in- 
ease. From that point on, the amount of 
nd sown with wheat was strongly reduced. 

Between 1968 and 1970 Australia, the 
ited States, Canada, and Argentina de- 
eased the amount of land on which wheat was 
anted by 39 million acres. (3) According 
а study published in the journal Challenge 
arch-April 1974), the area of land culti= 
ted with wheat in Canada in 1970 was 50% 
what it had been in 1969--and that amount 
š already inferior to the acreage cultivated 
1967 and 1968. For the United States, 
at acreage іп 1970 stood at 80% of its 
98 level an? 74% of its 1967 level. This 
i Бе seen in the increase in the amount of 
reals that could have been grown on land 
it was left fallow in the United States, 
ich passed from 51 million tons in 1967 


11 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
SERIE SRE STAT Pe ERE 


to 73 million tons (4) and 71 million tons 
in 1970 and 1971. (5) The effects of these 
restrictions are also reflected in the amount 
of wheat harvested. 


1969,70 1970/72 
United States 39.7 37,5 
Canada 18.6 9.0 
Australia 10.8 7.6 
Argentina 7.0 4.2 


The overall evolution of fallow (land 
set in reserve) land in the United States 
has also been calculated by some French 
authors. The results are convincing and 
totally confirm the tendencies stressed 
earlier as far as cereals are concerned (6): 


CHART II 
LAND UNDER CULTIVATION 
in millions of hectores)* 
65/66 65,67 67/68 68/69 69/70 70/71 71/72 
7.37.1 3.6 5.0 81 9.5 77 
24 hectare 


*1 acre 


The result of this production cutback 
was that prices literally skyrocketed. The 
world price index for wheat rose from 90 in 
1970 to 110 in 1972 to 214 in 1973, and 
321 in the first quarter of 1974. To be sure, 
speculation--by Japanese capitalists, among 
others, who responded to American imperial- 
ism by playing the game of massive purchases 
of basic products—-stimulated this soaring 
of prices, but speculation flourished because 
of the reduction of acreage cultivated in 
1969 and 1970. Reserve stocks were then 
placed on the world market at highly pro- 
fitable prices. By the second half of 1973, 
in the major wheat-exporting countries re- 
serves were reduced to the minimum and could 
not provide sources of supply. 

In examining the manipulations of the 
cereal sector during the past few years, it 


must be noted that during the Past twelve years 


in the United States alone about 62.5 million 
acres of arable land were left fallow (7) 
though the indu 


through the inducements of government 
agricultural programs. 

But things take on a new dimension when 
опе compar2s the areas withdrawn from pro- 
duction in the United States with those 
affected by the "green revolution” in the 


PROFITS 
OF DOOM 


semicolonial countries. Thus, a study con- 

ducted by the Organization of Economic Co- 

operation and Development affirms: "The ~ 
lack of dynamism of wheat export markets 


operation and Development affirms: 
"The lack of dynamism of wheat export ! 
markets was also among the elements that led 
the United States to reduce by one-fourth 
the land under cultivation in 1968 and 1969. 
If to this is added the lands that were pre- 
viously devoted to cultivation of other crops 
and have also been withdrawn from cultivation, 
the total comes to about 50 million acreas 
withdrawn from production, which is, perhaps 
by an ironic coincidence, slightly more than 


the land cultivated with new varieties of 
crops in the less developed countries.” (3) 

This deliberate organization of under- ae 
production at a time when the "world is 
courting famine", according to the expression 
used by many experts, has been carried out 
in other sectors as well, Thus, although the 
lack of animal protein and dairy products 
is one of the indications of underfeeding 
and malnutrition, the policy developed with- 
in the Common Market was such that the number 
of milk cows passed from 22.1 million in 1968 
to 21.2 million in 1971, and 21.4 million in 
1972. (9) Examples could be multiplied, It is 
not at all an exaggeration to assert that 
the millior's of human beings who are threa- | 
tened with starvation during coming months 
will have been murdered by the profit 
laws of the market economy. | 


EXCUSES: POPULATION, CLIMATE, SOVIET PURCHASES | 


The primary explanations of the present 
food crisis advanced by the apologists of the 
i = 


ulation growth, bad 
luck from climate conditions, and ‘massive’ 
wheat purchases of the Soviet Union. (If in 
doubt, blame it on the Communists.) 

It is not necessary to make lengthy 
comments on the first theme. According to 
the tableau drawn up by Colin Clark (which 
excludes possibilities of irrigating arid 
or semiarid land and artificial heating of 
the tundra, etc., but takes account of 
possibilities of fertilization), it can be 
deduced that the developed countries alone 
could satisfy the food needs of 11.5 thou- | 
sand million human beings. (10) Taking ac- 
count of the need to change fertilizers in 
order not to accentuate the destruction of | 
the soil and to make adjustments in the | 
realm of energy, a very recent study аг- 
rived at the conclusion that it is possible | 
to feed between ten and thirteen times the 
present world population at an average daily 
level of 4,000 to 5,000 calories, that is, 
well above the minimum set by the PAO. (11) 

As for climate, there is no doubt that | 
the bad harvests of 1972 worsened the shor- | 
tage. In fact, world wheat production in 
1972 was 2% less than it had been in 1971; | 
rice production was down 4%. Nevertheless, | 
even if one combines the annual average 
growth in demand for cereal products (25 | 
to 35 million tons) and the fall in pro- | 
duction, one arrives at’a figure that falls | 
far short of the total losses due to the 
reduction of acreagé under cultivation in | 
the late 1960's and early 1970's. If during 
the period 1969-72 the United States, Argen- 
tina, Australia, and Canada had simply main- 
tained a constant rate of cultivation, the 
supplementary production of wheat would 
have been approximately 90 million tons. 
(Washington Post, October 21, 1974.) 

To totally demolish all claims that the 
famine is a result of “natural calamities" 
produced by climatic conditions or popula- 
tion growth it is sufficient to compare this 
figure of 90 million tons with the 8 million 
tons of wheat needed during tHe next eight 
months by India, Bangladesh, Tanzania, and 
the Sahel countries--and refused by the 
exporting countries. 

кепе Dumont has written: 

"From India to Bangladesh more than a 
third of rural labor is unused; but only 27% 
of cultivated Indian land is irrigated, as 
against 77% of Chinese arable land." (Le 
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food carte 


Ф "tet starving children die, scientist says" 
--this headline from the Toronto Star violently 
depicts the re-emergence of mass starvation as 
a burning reality of today. And with it the 
image of Canada--long protrayed as the bene- 
volent source of food aid for the world's 
‘underpriviledged'--is beginning to be ques- 
tioned, How could anyone help but wonder 

when viewers of CBC news are treated to scenes 
of Canadian and American farmers slaughtering 
and wasting their own cattle in protests 
against low government subsidies, followed by 
shots of starving sick children from Bangla- 
desh and Africa. But somehow the news always 
leaves you with the impression that the food 
crisis is caused by drought, crop failure, 
overpopulation or the inability of people in 
the Third World to provide for themselves. 
Let's destroy this myth. 

Canada is the world's second largest grain 
exporter, and exports 1/4 to 1/3 of all wheat 
entering the world market each year. Canada 
and the US together control a larger share of 
the world's exportable supplies of food grains 
than the Middle East countries’ share of oil 
exports. The spotlight of responsibility 
for the food crisis must be focussed with 
blinding intensity on Canadian-American agri- 
business which forms a de-facto food cartel. 
This monopoly exists also at the level of the 
two governments which co-operatively pursue 
parallel policies in the interests of the 
gigantic capitalist food businesses. 

The conduct of the Canadian and American 


Monde, April 3, 1974.) In addition, the 
consequences of droughts or bad monsoons 
could be largely reduced if the utilization 
and distribution of harvests, and all agri- 
cultural production as well, were centrally 
planned on a continental or world scale. 

Тһе response to drought in China was given on 
two levels: irrigation and planning of pro- 
duction and distribution of harvests. Thus, 
the situation was eliminated in which there 
would be famine in one province and relative 
abundance and speculative stockpiling in an- 
other, neighbouring province. 

Finally, what about the Soviet wheat 
purchases? Their impact on the reduction of 
stocks was not as great as that of the ге- 
duction in cultivated land in 1970. But 
these purchases gave rise to an extraordi- 
nary speculative operation favouring the 
monopolies that are the top cereal expor- 
ters in the United States, The negotiations 
between the USSR and the United States took 
place in July-August 1972. The Soviet Union 
promised to buy at least $750 million worth 
of wheat and received a $500 million credit 
from the United States. If world export 
prices are examined, it can be seen that 
they varied very little during these nego- 
tiations, but increase sharply with the end 
of the direct negotiation between the Soviet 
Union and the exporting firms (at the end of 
the first week of August). 

A large mass of farmers delivered their 
harvest at relatively low prices. The com- 
panies (Bunge, Cargill, Continental Grain, 
Cook Industry, Louis Dreyfus, Garnac Grain, 
etc.) received government subsidies to re- 
plenish their stocks, subsidies that corre- 
sponded to the difference between the domes- 
tic price and the price fixed by the American 
government. After having collected these 


FAMINE conics trom pagen 


OUT FOR SURE THAT. 


THEM THAT S GOT, 
‘SHALL GET 


delegates at the recent World Food Conference 
in Rome brings this reality into sharp relief. 
In Rome, the biggest group of delegates--69 
of them--came representing agribusiness. 
While 1,000 people in Bangladesh died of 
starvation on each day of the conference, 
the spokesmen for the agro-industrial com- 
plexes tried to propose measures most apt to 
guarantee maximum profits from the famine. 
They came backed up by US Secretary of Agri- 
culture Earl Butz who quoted: "Food is a 
weapon. It is now one of the principal tools 
in our negotiating kit". 

Right off the bat, Henry Kissinger called 


for the creation of an "Export Planning Group". 


It was immediately opposed by delegates of the 
underdeveloped countries as a step by agri- 
business interests towards a formalized car- 
tel--"food imperialism" as some called it. 
Superficially Canada kept its distance from 
the US invitation but the common interests 
were revealed in a later session where dele- 
gates from the colonial countries made a 
counter-proposal to Kissinger. In a closed 
session the American delegates wanted to re- 
ject the counter-proposal outright and pressed 
for a common front of the rich countries to 
do this. Canadian delegates shied away from 
such а deliber: move and won the 
day with their proposal to present severa! 
long-sinded speeches to use up time. By the 
time protesters could speak, the Canadian 
delegates were discussing among themselves 
with their earphones off. 


subsidies, the companies could sell at a 
sharply raised price (after the negotiations 
were made public) that part of their pre- 
viously reconstituted stocks, that had not 
been sold to the USSR. The USSR bought the 
amount called for in the negotiations at a 
relatively low price ($60 a ton). (12) Thus, 
the purchases made by the Soviet Union per- 
mitted the companies that dominate the world 
cereal market to carry off a remarkable two- 
fold coup that the hungry populations of 
Bangladesh and Sahel are now paying for! 


AGRARIAN REVOLUTION: SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 


The present generalized recession has al- 
ready contributed to shaking the "credibility" 
of the capitalist system. The combination of 
this recession with the skyrocketing of agri- 
cultural prites--with the resulting social 
consequences, even in the imperialist coun- 
tries (about 7 million people are in food- 
aid programs in the United States itself)-- 
will be yet another element objectively de- 
nouncing capitalist anarchy and its crimes. 

The necessity of agrarian revolutions 
can only be felt with ever greater force: A 
part of the agricultural surplus (now con- 
sumed by landed proprietors or directed to- 
ward the world market) must be directed into 
productive investments; the national markets 
must be unified and controlled; rural unem- 
ployment and underemployment must be elimi- 
nated, and the level of consumption in the 
rural areas must be increased. 

Given a world that is courting famine, 
it is an immediate historic necessity to set 
up on a world scale an economic system based 
on collective property in the means of 
production, In such a system, optimum growth 
will be considered beginning from the social 
and political necessity for a transfer of 


democratically 
will be a day when Butz and all his ilk will 


Other highlights of the Canadian dele- 

gation's role: 

**committing $50 million in food aid. But 
this was no new committment, just a ге- 
allocation of aid funds from other pro- 
grammes. 

**pushed for putting off discussion of all 
trade matters until the next round of GATT 
(General Agreement on Trade Tariffs) talks 
--notorious as а 'rich man's club’. The 
last GATT talks reduced tariffs of products 
of particular export interest to developed 
countries by 36% while those of less-deve- 
loped countries by only 26%. Anyway, 
the current round of talks has already 
been postponed for a year. It's not clear 
when the next one will be. Millions will 
starve by then. 

**No committment on aid of nitrogen fertilizers 
to underdeveloped countries despit the obvious 
need for increasing food production. Canadian 
aid of these fertilizers has fallen from 
150,000 metric tons in 1970 to nothing in 1974 


AND IT AIN'T GONNA CHANGE 


But won't 'Canada' do something? Let's take 
a hint on this question form one of Butz' 
lackeys, Lyle Shertz: 

"..-пеіёһег we (the US) nor other rich 
countries are willing to forego usbstantial 
foreign exchange earnings in the interest of 
feeding the poor, even though the developing 
countries have only limited resources to do 
it themselves." (5) To make matters worse, if 
possible, the power of the US (and Canada) to 
control food exports and to use them as a po- 
litical weapon is going to increase in the 
future. Schertz explains that, "First, the role 
of the US as the major supplier of food in in- 
ternational markets is expected to expand. 
Second, the dependence of the lower income 
countries on food imports is expected by 1985 
to be early double the 1970 level." 

And in direct proportion, the responsibi- 
lity of international agribusiness for the con- 
tinued deaths of millions will double as well, 
ОҒ course, thorough efforts will be made to 
rationalize away this barbarous reality in the 
most cynical of ways--Butz is already a master 
at it. He says, "We cannot afford to feed the 
world, nor should we". He speaks for the agri- 
business interests of world imperialism-- 
interests in which 'Canadian' capitalists 
and the state play a fully conscious role. We 
are working to hasten the day when the basic 
needs of humanity will be provided for by a 

planned socialist economy. It 


no longer feed their poodles better than most 
human beings. 


MARTIN DAHL 


wealth from the "overdeveloped" to the 
"underdeveloped" countrics, a transfer that 
will not at all involve a fall in the living 
standards of the workers of the most advanced 
countries, but will on the contrary lead to 
a qualitative and quantitative increase of 
those living standards. 


--Adapted from an article by A. уйгу 
“The Profits of Famine", INPRECOR 16-17, 
January 16, 1975. 
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To read“about the Irish struggle in 
@ North American dailies, or to watch 

it on TV evening news, is to see a 
bizarre spectacle. First, the IFA Provi- 
sionals go on a bombing spree inside Bri- 
tain and then two short weeks later they 
turn around and negotiate a truce with the 
British government in return for the re- 
lease of a handful of internees. What is 
the meaning of all this? 

то begin with, a little fact which ne- 
ver seemed to make the news. When the Bir- 
mingham bombings were being splashed across 
the front pages, the Provos denied any know- 
ledge or responsibility for them. Since the 
Provos have always taken credit for their own 
military actions, it is likely that Birming- 
ham was not a Provo-directed action. It may 
well have been a provocation by Protestant 
extremists, designed to dicredit and isolate 
the IRA, or even provocateurs from the Bri- 
tish secret service. If this seems far fet- 
ched, recall the recent revelations about the 
CIA's provocateurs encouraging adventurist 
bombings from inside American radical groups. 
Also consider that the British ruling class, 
through sensationalist mass coverage in the 
media, used the Birmingham bombings to justi- 
fy stepping up its military harassment of the 
minority Catholic community in Northern Ire- 
land, while cutting civil liberties in Bri- 
tain. The Labour Government's "Prevention of 
Terrorism Act" is being used to harass the 
Irish community living in Britain and all 
those who actively oppose Britain's war in 
Treland. who benef il 
bombing? Certainly not the IFA. 

But distortions of fact such as this 
are one thing. The twisted bourgeois propa- 
ganda which passes for political analysis on 
the pages of the North American press is 
quite another. The Irish struggle is (mis) 
represented as a blood-feud between two reli- 
gious "communities" where the bigots have won 
out over cooler heads on both sides. Like a 
UN peacekeeping force, the British Army is 
there in all its neutral benevolence to pre- 
vent religious extremists from slaughtering 
each other. 

This media image of "Ireland's strife" 
conveniently hides the real role of the Bri- 
tish Army in Northern Ireland, as the mil: 
tary arm of British imperialism. Her Majes- 
ty's troops are the guarantors of Britain's 
economic and political domination of Ireland. 
If the British ruling class has its way, the 
troops will come home only when its interests 
can be preserved by other, less troublesome 
means. 

British imperialism's most recent attem- 
pt at a "moderate solution" in Ireland--the 
Sunningdale Agreement--was torn apart last 
May. (Sunningdale was Britain's federal sol- 
ution, installing an elected assembly with 
moderate petit bourgeois Catholic representa- 
tion in the North, while proposing a power- 
less, All-Ireland Council as a sop to republi- 
cans.) This agreement was blown up by right 
wing Protestant revolt in the General Strike 
organized by the Ulster Workers' Council. 

In the aftermath of this failure, the 
British government reverted to its old hard- 
line strategy--Ulsterize the struggle, build 
the sectarian structures of the Orange state- 
let and renovate the notorious Protestant 
para-military force, the B Specials. Clearly 
this approach has no hope of receiving even 
momentary support from the beleaguered Cath- 
olic ghettos of Northern Ireland, much less 
the Republican movement on both’ sides of the 
border. So the job.of the British army, in 
laying the groundwork for this solution, is 
to harass and intimidate the war-weary Cath- 
olic minority and to isolate and round up the 
TRA Provisionals. 

If this military offensive is success- 
ful, the next step can be political--to re- 
create through the Constitutional Convention, 
a Loyalist governing bloc with token Catho- 


two years 
since bloody sunday 


ie Birmingham м 


lic representation from the Social Democra- 
tic and Labour Party (SDLP). 

In a groping manner, the Provos have 
recognized the British strategy and are try- 
ing to respond to it. The source of the Pro- 
vos strength in the past, has been their ca- 
pacity to carry the military struggle aga- 
inst British imperialism and its army of 
occupation. It is on this basis that they 
have been supported by the Catholic minority. 
‘hey provide a first-line defense against 
the British army and against Loyalist extre- 
mists. But beyond military struggle, the 
Provos have no coherent political strategy. 
They do not understand the importance of 
political involvement in the workers' move- 
ment of the Twenty Six Counties. While they 
fight on behalf of Catholic workers in the 
North, they do not effectively organize them 
in struggle. And so support in the Catholic 
ghettos becomes passive. As the minority 
community yearns for peace it looks to the 
SDLP for political leadership. 

The Provisionals' December bombings in 
England reflected their militarist strategy 
and served to highlight its political weak- 
ness. The Christmas cease-fire was a real 
indication that the Provos are recognizing 
their political isolation. They have attem- 
pted to use the prolonged truce to win a 
more active base in the ghettos, Bat as 
‘soon as they stop fighting their political 
reformism becomes more overt. They demand 
that British troops retreat to barracks, 

_ but do not call for their immediate with- 
drawal. ‘They See a withdrawal timetable of 
six months to two years, as if every day of 
British rule was not one more day spent pre- 
paring the Loyalist fortress state. It may 
be difficult for many on the left here to 
believe that an organization can be so deter- 
mined in armed struggle while holding to a 
political program which is decidedly refor- 
mist, but that is the Provos. 

If the Provisionals are militarist and 
focus exclusively on the national question, 
the Officials, the other wing of the ІРА, 
makes the opposite errors. They effectively 
capitulate to imperialism by refusing to 
organize armed defense against British 
troops. The Officials call for class soli- 


solidarity 
January 26th was the 2nd anniver- 
sary of "Bloody Sunday". On that 
day British troops murdered 13 
unarmed demonstrators on a Civil 
Rights march in Derry. Solidarity 
demonstrations have been organized 
in several European countries on 
the initiative of the Fourth 
International. 

Solidarity with the forces of the 
Republican movement in Ireland has 
traditionally been very weak in 
North America. Many socialists 
disagree with how the Irish strug- 
gle is being led. But failure to 
solidarize actively with an op- 
pressed people gravely menaced by 
an army of occupation cannot be 
excused by pointing to the faults 
of its leadership. That is pure 
sectarianism. The struggle for 
self determination in Ireland is 
completely tied to the struggle 
for socialism. In this sense the 
outcome of the Irish struggle af 
afffects the class struggle, not 
only in Britain, but also inter- 
nationally. 

SOLIDARITY WITH IRISH REPUBLICAN 
FORCES AGAINST BRITISH IMPERIALISM 


IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH 
TROOPS 


FOR A UNITED SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 
OF IRELAND 


darity between Protestant and Catholic мог- 
kers and increasingly blame the Provos for 
disrupting their attempts to achieve it. 
Catholics are a minority in Northern Ireland, 
so the Officials say that unity with Protes- 
tant workers is a precondition of struggle. 
This may appear from a distance to be a cor- 
rect socialist strategy, but for different 
reasons, it is equally reformist. 

Centuries of British rule have created 
a Protestant working class which has become 
a privileged caste. Within the sectarian соп- 
fines of the Northern Ireland statelet, its 
loyalty to its own bourgeoisie is materially 
assured, The bulk of the Protestant workers 
will only become open to a direct appeal for 
working class unity against the whole Irish 
ruling class, when the Loyalist statelet is 
actually in the process of being dismantled. 
The good intentions of those, like the Offi- 
cials, who propagandize for workers' unity 
outside of this context, will not change this 
unfortunate reality. This is why the focus of 
the Irish struggle must remain the end of 
British rule and the destruction of the Nor- 
thern state, through the creation of a work- 
ers' republic of Ireland. 

Recently, there has been a most encou- 
raging development within the Republican 
movement. The Officials bureaucratically 
expelled a loose current of socialists grou- 
ped around Seamus Costello. Regrouping with 
independants (including Bernadette Devlin 
McAliskey) this current has formed the Irish 
Republican Socialist Party. Their founding 
documents and their spokespersons emphasize 
the complete identity of the anti-imperialist 
and the class struggle in all of Ireland. 
They make roughly the same criticism of the 
Provos and Officials as have been made above. 
It is too early to tell whether their prac- 
tice in struggle will measure up to their 
initial perspectives. Their rejection of 
"foreign ideologies, including Trotskyism" 
Suggests a grave adaptation to Irish parti- 
cularism. This said, their founding repre- 
sents an initial step towards the regroup- 
ment of a revolutionary leadership which can, 
once and for all, end the domination of 
British imperialism and lead the Irish masses 
to a socialist republic of Ireland. 


WALLY SECCOMBE 


solidarity 
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CEYLONESE REVOLUTIONARY SENTENCED TO LIFE 


Rohanna Wijeweera, leader of the Janatha Vik- 
mukti Peramuna (JVP-People's Liberation Front), was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for allegedly “attemp- 
ting to overthrow the government by violence" and 
"crimes against the Queen" (Ceylon, Sri Lanka, is 

а republic). Wijeweera received the severest punish- 
ment of twenty-eight prisoners on trial because of 
his leadership role in events of a 1971 uprising. 

The verdict came at the end of two and a half years 
of trial. Hundreds of other JVP militants are also 
imprisoner. Those on trial with Wijeweera greeted 

the verdicts by singing the Internationale. 


LUIS VITALE FREED! 


Following a year of international solidarity to 
bring about his release, Chilean Trotskyist Luis 
Vitale has been freed from a junta concentration 
camp and allowed to leave the country. Vitale was 
elected honorary chairman of the 10th World Congress 
of the Fourth International a year ago as a symbol 
of revolutionary victims of repression around the 
world. A former leader of the CUT (United Federation 
of Workers) and author of several books, indluding 
his six volume Interpretacion Marxista de la Histor- 
ia de Chile, Vitale was subjected to severe condi- 
tions in prison despite his advanced years. 

Now in Germany, Vitale continues his long- 
standing revolutionary activity and is presently 
speaking on his experiences across that country. 


STRIKEBREAKING AND GOLD BRAID 


For all the hysteria around cutbacks in Ottawa's 4 


defence spending, perhaps it is time to recall some я х т = 
i = Just weeks after the formation of their new revolutionary organization, 
Оё the purposes served by the wondrous Canadian mili: @ our Egyptian comrades, the "Mustafa Khamis" (Revolutionary Communist 
nigh were influential in organizing a massive New Year's Day 
demonstration in Cairo. The Sadat government has lost no time in striking back 
at the far left, and particularly at the "Mustafa Khamis" RCG. Hundreds of 
workers who participated in the demonstration have been arrested, 56 charged 
with anti-state activity, and 7 with criminal conspiracy for organizing the 
demonstration. 
We welcome the creation of the RCG in the heart of the Arab East and 
solidarize with all the demonstrators arrested, regardless of political per- 
suasion, as they face political trials before the Egyptian courts. 
On New Year's Day, several thousand industrial workers took to the streets 
locales like Jamaica and Trinidad--of course, we are of Cairo to protest rising prices and the Sadat government's economic policies. 
told that this is to “assist Canadian citizens who Shouting “Where is our breakfast?", and "Out with Hegazi" (the finance minister), 
might be endangered by domestic strife". Then a the workers filled Liberation Square in downtown Cairo for several hours before 
few years ago, it was discovered that Camp Gagetown, they were dispersed by tear gas and club-swinging riot police. 
New Brunswick was being used for counter-insurgency The importance of the New Year's Day activity is unmistakable. It was the 
training--but the mock-up village was one of a Que- first street confrontation with the government since the university student 
bec village and not the tropics. niots»of,.1922..More importantly, the New Year's Day demonstration was the first 
Now the army is holding exercises in Camp Debert, mass street demonstration of workers in many years. it climaxed eight months 
Nova Scotia. Purpose: "dealing" with striking wor- of rising militancy, following victorious strikes by a total of 20,000 workers 
kers--and this time, the model is not just of possi- in textile, aviation, iron and metalurgical industries. This awakening 
ble struggles in Quebec. No doubt the advice for militancy is all the more significant because it represents a real break with 


such training includes the advisors to the American the long years of working class passivity which followed Nasser's rise to 
national guard and army units who have also used power in 1952. Exact 


Лу how to combine this new rise of workers struggles with 
New Brunswick as a training ground and for similar student mobilizations is the next question faced by the revolutionary leaders 
purposes. in Egypt. 

So pardon us if we snicker derisively at the It was the stu 
belief held by the Canadian Liberation Movement that impotence in the face of Zionism and exposed its willingness to abandon the 
military cutbacks are treason, While the Canadian Palestinian struggle. The October 1973 war saved Sadat's sinking credibility. 
state might junk some of its more antiquated equip- Israel's failure to triumph decisively, as it had in past wars, was turned 
ment--it will continue to modernize its repressive into a psychological victory for Egypt, despite the fact that no military 
capacities...it has to--in order to face Canadian victory took place. The government billed the war as a tremendous triumph in 
workers. a massive propaganda campaign. Sadat's popularity was temporarily assured. 

This gave his regime some badly needed breathing space, permitting it to extend 
an elaborate olive branch to the U.S., heralding Kissinger as the prophet of a 
new "just" peace in the Middle East. 

Over the past year, Sadat's popularity has been spent. Kissinger's "peace" 
plans have come undone and negotiations are stalled. At home, the Egyptian 
economy and public services have deteriorated visibly. Increasingly workers and 
students understand that all the talk about the undefeated Egyptian warriors 
is just talk, and that there are no solutions for them in the plans and 
propaganda of the Sadat government. 


Many years now, the Canadian army has been hol- 
ding war games in the Maritimes provinces to prepare 
for possible insurrectionary situations in Carribbean 


dent, demonstrations of 1972 which revealed the government's 


ONTARIO GAYS UNITE FORCES 


The need for unified tactical action by gay ог- 
ganizations has been felt for some time. Such unity 
was first built around the national coalition for 
intervention in the federal elections. Now the 
Coalition for Gay Rights in Ontario (CGRO) has been 
formed out of a conference of delegates and obser- 
vers from Ottawa, Windsor, Kitchener, and Toronto. 
CGRO will be an independent province-wide gay coali- 
tion and will also seek support for its demands from 
non-gay organizations. 

For further information, write to the Gay Alli- 
ance Towards Equality, 193 Carlton street, Toronto. 


4TH INTERNATIONAL SCANDANAVIAN PUBLICATIONS 


ECONOMIC CRISIS 


The government's propaganda cannot hide an inflation rate of 30%. Nor can 
it hide the fact that most workers are slipping below the minimal subsistence 
wage levels of past years. Minimum wages are $20 a month. A pair of shoes cost 
$8, and a month's rent is $20. There is an acute housing shortage in the 
major cities, a chronic crisis of the archaic and feeble public transport 
system, not to mention a general consumer crisis. Many daily commodities are 
virtually unobtainable in the government-owned stores and can only be bought on 
the black market or in outrageously expensive privately-owned stores. 

Prices have skyrocketed dur to global inflation, in combination with the 
government's “Economic Opening" decreed in July 1974. This liberalization, 
designed to attract investment, was peddled as the solution to Egypt's economic 
problems. It is really a profit opening for American industrialists and 
Arab oil sheiks. According to the government, expanding the private sector 
would result in higher wages and more jobs. This has not occured. Arab capital 
is being directed towards land purchases and foreign investments are flowing 
into the tourist industry. The fraudulence of this economic opening has not 
been lost on the Egyptian working class. Its recent militancy limits the 
government's ability to pump up profits at home or to negotiate endlessly with 
the Zionists without winning tangible concessions from them. Time is running 
out on Sadat. 

Since the Egyptian proletariat makes up half of the Arab urban working 
class, its size and weight make its political development pivotal to the 
prospects of the entire Arab workers’ movement, As our comrades of the RCG 
wrote in their founding manifesto: "When the workers of Egypt reawaken, it is 
not simply the bourgeoisie that trembles; all the Arab owning classes tremble 
too, as does world imperialism. 


DEBBIE FIELD 


Supplementing the work of the 
weekly newspaper of the Swedish 
section of the Fourth Inter- 
national, Internationalen of 
the Revolutionara Marxisters 
Forbund, is the monthly jour- 
nal Fjarde Internationalen. 


For subscriptions, send 
20 Kronor for six issues 
to RMF, c/o Box 3274, 

103 65 Stockholm, Sweden. 


We are also happy to greet the first Finnish Trot- 
skyist newspaper in decades. It may be ordered from 
the Swedish comrades. 
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Yassir Arafat, Chairman of the Palestine 
©з Liberation Organization (PLO), was re- 

ceived as a head of state by the United 
Nations General Assembly in November. 

"т have come," Arafat said in his speech, 
"bearing an olive branch and a freedom fight- 
er's gun, Do not let the olive branch fall 
from my hand." 

International recognition of the PLO 
(for Israel, the continuing legacy of its 
political defeat in the October 1973 war) 
has been accompanied by a serious turn in 
the strategy of the PLO: the PLO leadership's 
de facto recognition of the existence of the 
Zionist state. What must be grasped,however, 
is the essential political continuity under- 
lying this turn. 

The present Palestinian organizations 
emerged as mass movements after the defeat 
of June 1967, which exposed the bankruptcy 
and weakness of the Arab regimes. Before 
1967, the PLO was a creature of the League 
of Arab States. It had no mass base and 
functioned under the political guardianship 
of Nasser. The discredit that fell upon the 
Nasser government in the wake of the 1967 
debacle similiarly disgraced the old PLO. 

During 1967 and 1968, however, organiz- 
ations that had before been small and relat- 
ively inactive began to wage armed actions 
against the newly expanded borders of the 
Israeli state. The PLO was shunted to the 
side. In its place emerged Fateh, the larg- 
est of the Palestinian organizations, and a 
number of others that grew out of the old 
Arab Nationalist Movement. 

Fateh, the organization that is headed 
by Arafat and has since taken over the PLO, 
differed from the pre-1967 PLO in three fund- 
amental ways. First, Fateh based itself on 
the notion of independence from the Arab 
regimes. The Palestinian liberation struggle 
had to be led by the Palestinians themselves 
and not by other Arab governments, whose 
lack of ability or desire to combat Zionism 
had been demonstrated only too amply. Second, 
while the old PLO restricted its activities 
to the diplomatic and propaganda arena, Fateh 
relied on mobilization of the masses of 
Palestinian refugees. Fateh called for peop- 
le's war against the Israeli state apparatus, 
and it defined itslef as part of the world- 

3 uggle of the colonial world against 
‚ Fateh. 
Carried out its words in practice. It did not 
restrict itself to explaining the need for 
armed struggle; it waged it. And not without 
considerable success. 

In all these respects, the post-1967 Pal- 
estinian movement represented important adv- 
ances for the Arab revolution. Nevertheless, 
from the very outset, the movement represented 
by Fateh suffered from weaknesses that limit- 
ed its revolutionary role and were destined 
to clash even with the three basic features 
of Fateh's politics outlined above. Fateh's 
political program never went beyond bourg- 
eois nationalism (as expressed in the org- 
anization's programmatic goal: a democratic, 
secular state in Palestine). At the same 
time, the social base of the organization 
was limited to refugees, Through 1967-1970 
it never seriously attempted to penetrate 
the Palestinian workers and peasants of the 
occupied territory. 

This fundamental weakness was expressed 
in a number of specific propositions that 
became principles of the Fateh leadership. 
First, there was the principle of "noninter- 
ference" in the affairs of Arab governments. 
In reality, this meant that Fateh would not 
attempt to take an active part in political 
struggles in Jordan, Lebanon, or Syria (not 
to mention Egypt). A second and related 
principle was that the Palestinian struggle, 
while fraternally tied to the more general 
Arab struggle, was nevertheless distinct from 
it, For instance, Fateh never encouraged 
Jordanian or Lebanese peasants to mobilize 
actively against their own governments in 
support of the Palestinian struggle (on the 
grounds of Palestinian specificity). This 
in no small part stemmed from Fateh's ге1- 
dance on material assistance from a number 
of the more "progressive" Arab regimes, a 
dependency that dovetailed with its ideol- 
ogical conception of the nature of these 
regimes and which has led inevitably to 
repeated disasters. In Jordan, it provided 
а major component of Hussein's ability to 
break the back of the resistance organiz- 
ations in September 1970. 

The concepts of noninterference in the 
affairs of Arab states and of Palestinian 
particularism were direct products of Fateh's 
bourgeois political program. In fact, the 
Fateh leaders regarded the struggle against 
the Zionist state fundamentally as a struggle 


to eliminate religious communalism. That is, 
the goal of the struggle was to democratize 
and secularize Palestine in the same way 
Egypt had been democratized and secularized 
by the Nasserist revolution or Iraq after the 
destruction of the monarchy in 1958. The fut- 
ure liberated Palestine, ruled by a democrat- 
ic and secular state, would take its place 
among the modernized, anti-imperialist states 
of the rest of the Arab world and of the 
entire "third world". 


THE FIRST CRISIS 


Despite the intentions of the Fateh lead- 
ership, the dynamic of the Palestinian strug- 
gle inevitably clashed with the ruling clas- 
ses of the Arab states within which the move- 
ment was functioning. The strongest base of 
the movement throughout 1968, 1969, and most 
of 1970 was Jordan, more that half of whose 
population is Palestinian. In defending it- 
Self against Israeli attacks and against att- 
empts by the Jordanian regime to restrict its 
military operations against Israel, the move- 
ment found itself compelled increasingly to 
take administrative control over the western 
sections of Jordan. By the middle of 1970, 
Pateh had an armed force of more than 10,000 
fedayeen; a situation of dual power was 
emerging in Jordan. 

In September 1970, when Hussein's army 
launched its overpowering assault on the 
Palestinian refugee camps, the fedayeen were 
isolated from the only force that could have 
saved them: the Jordanian peasantry and prol- 
etariat. The result was the destruction of 
the military power of the resistance, its 
political elimination from Jordan (followed 
in 1971 by its physical elimination), and 
the murder by Hussein's troops of 15,000 
Palestinians. 

Hussein's victory in the 1970 civil war 
cut the resistance movement off from its main 
social base, the refugees living in Jordan. 
The center of the resistance movement shifted 
to Lebanon, 

When the Lebanese government assaulted 
the fedayeen camps (acting under the same sort 
of compulsion as Hussein had), the Fateh 
leaders sought to avoid a repetition of the 
Jordanian defeat by making concessions to 
the regime, promising to restrict operations 
against the Israeli army, and decisively re- 
ecting any "interference" in Lebanese politics. 
vith armed actions from Jordan out of the 
question and those from Lebanon vastly reduced, 


the resistance movement stood in danger of losing 


its major power of attraction for the Palest- 
inian masses: the fact that it was waging an 
armed struggle against the Israeli state. 
Deprived of its mass base and in danger of 
falling under the guardianship of the Arab re- 
gimes in the same way the old PLO did, the res- 
istance movement continued the armed struggle 
in the only way it could: small but spectacular 
actions carried out by teams of guerrillas. 
Politically the Fateh leadership defended itself 
by falling back on ultimatistic pronouncements 


bordering on absurdity, declaring repeatedly that 


there could be no settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict without liberation of all of Palestine 


and putting diplomatic pressure on the Arab states 


to prevent them from initiating any settlement 
behind the backs of the Palestinian people. The 
resistance movement stood at an impasse, 


THE PLO-A NEW DIRECTION 


OCTOBER 1973 


The October War of 1973 changed the whole situa- 
tion. In the immediate aftermath of the War, the 
resistance leadership issued a few of its usual 
pronouncements ("For us there is no cease-fire" 
etc.). But as soon as it became clear that there 
was a real possibility of an Israeli withdrawal 
from some of the territory seized during the 1967 
aggression, the resistance leadership began to 
alter its position. The central operating concept 
became preventing Hussein from re-establishing 
control over any territory the Zionist state might 
be compelled to relinquish on the West Bank of the 
Jordan River. The driye of the PLO to gain recog- 
nition as the sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people (the next logical step in 
which is the establishment of a Palestinian gov- 
ernment in exile), and to establish a Palestinian 
state on any territory from which the Israeli army 
withdraws, flow from Fateh's strategic policy with 
iron logic. Under the present circumstances fighting 
for a state on the West Bank is simply the most 
effective way of continuing the struggle for a 
democratic, secular state in Palestine. 

For the Fateh leadership, the democratic, 
secular state was never conceived of as a tran- 
ѕісіопа1 ог immediate demand. It was the prog- 
rammatic goal, the ultimate target. Іп the past, 
the Fateh leaders believed that co:ditions in the 
Arab East were such that this goal could be ach- 
ieved only through people's маг. Now they believe 
that it can be achieved through a peaceful evol- 
ution beginning from the establishment of a Palest- 
inian state on the West Bank. 

The PLO's new turn is not an abandonment of its 
previous program. The thing that gave Fateh its 
revolutionary content was not its program, but 
rather the fact that it was waging a struggle 
against imperialism and Zionism in real life. 
is just this struggle that the PLO is now prep- 
ared to abandon. 


---CONTINUED ON PAGE 17--- 
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“SOLIDARITY UNTIL FNAL VICTORY’ 


The most massive and successful dry season 

offensive since the Paris Peace Accords has 

once again placed Vietnam on the front pages. 
The political significance of the offensive is 
marked by the reluctant recognition of Washington 
that indeed a war is raging in Indochina. То date 
the high point of the offensive has been the cap- 
ture January 7 of Phuoc Binh, a heavily defended 
provincial capital 75 miles north of Saigon. The 
fighting has also secured 11 district towns and 
control of Phuoc Long province, extending the 
liberated territory to within 35 miles of Saigon. 
In Cambodia, the FUNK offensive is aimed at cutting 
the vital Mekong River supply line to the hard 
pressed government enclave at Phnom Penh. The US 
has been forced to airlift supplies to the capital 
from Thailand. 

The military and political victories іп Viet- 
nam will further undermine the Thieu regime and 
create more favourable conditions for the struggle 
of urban opposition. The cities under Saigon's 
control are in chaos. The society is in a state 
of total disintegration. t has claimed 
800 thousand to 1 million of an active population 
of 7 million. From January 1973 to July 1974, the 
inflation rate reached 85 percent, according to 
the Thieu government's own figures. The inhab- 
itants of the cities are starving while corruption 
and black marketeering thrive. 

Open movements of opposition are gaining strength 
in all the cities under puppet control. The politically 
and socially heterogeneous politico-religious opposition 
has considerably broadened its base of support, in- 
dicating the erosion of support that is undermining the 
puppet regime. Despite the right wing stance of much 
of this movement, their pressure on Thieu has resulted 
in a reduction of repression which works in favour 
of the liberation forces. Less well known is the in- 
creased activity of the workers' movement centred in 
a "committee against unemployment"--a group including 
dozens of trade union organizations. 

The PRG's gains and Saigon's vulnerability 
have cambined to overcome Washington's diplomatic 
silence. Тһе US formally accused "Hanoi" of 
serious violations of the Accords and warned of 
the consequences Jan. 11 in a note sent to eight 
countries, including the Soviet Union and China. 

The tough talk was aimed at deterring a major 
offensive against Saigon, and became part of a 
broad propaganda campaign being waged to blame 
the "communists" and Hanoi for breaking the Accords. 
This is of course designed to cover up tiw re- 
peated open violations of Thieu and the more 
covert transgressions of the US. It provides the 
pretext to scrap even formal adherence to the 
provisions of the accords. Direct imperialist 
intervention remains a real possibility in the 
event of a mortal threat to Saigon. 

The initiatives of the PRG appear to have been 
carefully planned, to take’ into account not only the 
season, but also the continuing crisis of the Thieu 
regime, the constraints on American policy, and the 
international situation. While it is impossible 
to predict how the offensive will develop, it is 
clear tiat given the length of the dry season, апу 
decision to move to a full scale offensive would 
have to be made very rapidly. 

‘The PRG seems to be in a good position to take 
further military initiatives. In its diplomatic 
note, the US cited the build up of "North Viet- 
namese" main force troops, tripled strength in 
armour, the greatly increased presence of artillery 
and anti-aircraft weaponry, the improved military 
logistics system, and expanded armaments stock- 
piles. lieanwhile the incredibly wasteful апа 
corrupt puppet army is running short of ammunition 
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and fuel despite the continuing massive aid fran 
Washington and the rest of the imperialist camp. 
The military balance of forces is deteriorating 
for Saigon, and this has the US worried. 

Thieu has appealed to Washington for increased 
aid, but the Nixon circle (Ford, Kissinger, Rock- 
efeller), who would like to oblige, face serious 
constraints imposed by Congress since the last 
round of all-out intervention. The War Powers Act 
at least formally checks the power of the pres- 
ident to take military initiatives by limiting 
direct armed interference in other countries to 
60 days without a declaration of war. The last 
Congress displayed its "distaste" for southeast 
Asian involvement by cutting $700 million from 
the presidential request for $1.4 billion in 
military aid to South Viet Nam and Cambodia. 

Ford says he will ask for an additional $300 
million, although key senators see little chance 
of congressional approval. Should the Thieu 
regime be mortally endangered, however, Congress 
might execute an abrupt tum rather than face a 


or open intervention. But for Washington the 
attendant political circumstances are far less 
favourable than in the 1960's. War is again im- 
minent in the Middle East, and the US has massive 
military supply commitments to Israel. The 
international economy is engulfed in a major 
recession with an important rise in European 
workers' struggles. And the trump card of detente with 
the Soviet and Chinese bureaucracies -has suffered a 
serious depreciation in value recently with the re- 
pudiation of trade agreements. In addition the poli- 
tical crisis of the US ruling class, the growing but 
fragmented rise in workers' struggles and the genera- 
lized anti-war consciousness among the American people, 
further bind the hands of US imperialism. 

Reports of a flottila of US ships including 
the Enterprise heading for the area and US troops 
being put on stand-by alert in Okinawa make clear 
that the Imperialists are not ruling out direct 
intervention. Such interventicn could take sev- 
eral forms, each increasingly explosive and pol- 
itically risky: a massive increase in military and 
economic aid, naval and air support to the ТНіец 
forces, and finally the re-introduction of ground 
troops. Confident pronouncement that open inter- 
vention is impossible can only serve to lull the 
opposition to sleep. Broad opposition to inter- 
vention must be prepared to up the stakes against 
re-entry. 

The myth of Canadian impartiality in South 
East Asia is by now thoroughly discredited. The 
Canadian government's slimy role as American ag- 
ent оп the International Control Camission was 
further confirmed by revelations in the Pentagon 
Papers concerning the conduct of Blair Seaborne. 
This performance as a "peace-keeper” was inglor- 
ious and noticeably biased. Direct Canadian aid 
to the Thieu regime was increased 50% in 1974 
and Canada was also involved in a flattering 
World Bank initiative to secure increased multi- 
lateral aid for Ѕаідоп.` Canadian corporations 
have always reaped a share of the war profits 
in military manufacturing and in a few cases 
have invested directly in Viet Nam. 

The solidarity movement must remain vigilant 
to any shift in the military or political situation 
in Indochina and vocal in its call for no imperialist 
intervention and the victory of the revolutionary 
forces in Indochina. 


HAROLD LAVENDER 
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being taken at the bargaining table; 
it appears that public support is 
being sought; it appears that the 
rank and file are having an input. 
And only when it is too late to 
organize opposition within the 
union does it become clear that the 
union leadership has been carrying 
out an "all talk but no action" 
campaign. 

The performance of the CSAO 
leadership is not an isolated ex- 
ample. Rather it is similar to 
others we have seen in the past (eg. 
the hospital workers struggle waged 
by CUPE last Spring) and typical of 
more we will see in the future. 


SETTLEMENT RESULTS 


Only half og the CSAO member- 
ship participated in the final 
contract vote. Not surprising, given 
the demobilization during the course 
of the negotiations. 

The 21.5% wage settlement cannot 
be viewed as a defeat relative to 
other settlements. Already it has 
set the standard for similar settle- 
ments in other parts of the public 
sector (a 20% contract was just sign- 
ed by the Windsor Teachers Federa- 
tion). But the gains of the union 
settlement clearly fail to effective- 
ly deal with inflation. CSAO members 
will increasingly realize over the 
coming year, as inflation eats away 
at the contract gain, the real effects 
of dropping the cost-of-living escal- 
ator demand. In the future, a battle 
must be waged to win non-negotiable 
cost-of-living allowance based»upon 
a union established index. (Indices 
set by Statistics Canada do not re- 
flect an accurate assessment of the 
real living expenses of workers.) 

It was the sacrifice of a cost- 
of-living clause which generated the 
greatest opposition in the ratifica- 
tion meetings. The union leadership 


it "it was only a one year con- 
tract." Yet the 21.5% settlement was 
largely a "catch-up". 

The new contract also widened 
the gap between the lower and higher 
paid categories of workers. The 
differential in pay between supply 
clerks and plant engineers, for 
example, has been increased by $779. 
The union's acceptance of the widen- 
ing of pay differentials only helps 
to perpetuate hierarchical divisions 
within the labour force and serves 


to disunite, rather than unify work- 
ers in the struggles. 

Finally, the negotiations demon- 
strated the effect that staggered 
negotiations of contracts for differ- 
ent categories can have on the results 
of a struggle. During the negotia- 
tions the government astutely offered 
а 5% cost-of-living bonus for the 
General Service Category of the CSAO. 
(The `8,С00 member GSC, which includes 
а large percentage of women, negotia- 
ted a 2-year contract a year ago.) 

The government offered this 5% 
bonus (hardly adequate to meet the 
rise in living costs) in exchange for 
an agreement by the union negotiators 
to drop the strike threat. The re- 
sults of such 'divided' bargaining 
are clear. The GSC bonus is grossly 
inadequate; and yet the pittance 
offered was used to blackmail against 
the operative category (which was in 
negotiations) deterring them from 
using all possible forms of struggle 
to back up their demands. Both CSAO 
groups lost out. One set of negotia- 
tions for both categories would have 
unified and strengthened the posi- 
tion of the government workers. 


WHERE NOW ? 

The CSAO proposes to use its 6 
million dollar slush fund set aside 
in case of a strike to wage an anti- 
Tory campaign in the upcoming elec- 
tion. The coming months will see the 
union supporting "pro-CSAO" candi- 
dates of the Liberals and the NDP, 
Political action on the part of these 
new public sector unions is an import- 
ant step forward. 

But to lump a social democratic 
and a bourgeois party together, mere- 
ly because both happen to sit on the 
opposition benches is a miseducation 
in the basic class difference between 
the two. But that is the least of the 
problems with this electoral strategy. 
An election " 


government from turning on the union 
in negotiations. The BC Teachers 
Federation who campaigned successful- 
ly for Barrett in 1972 have already 
learned this unpleasant lesson. When 
the next contract struggle does ar- 
rive, it will be the CSAO's ability 
to win broad active support from the 
rest of the labour movement, plus 
the extent of rank and file control 
of the struggle that will prove 
decisive to the outcome. 


KEN TUCKER AND ALICE CAPLAN 


PLO continued from page 15 


The UN speech, then, marked a turn in the PLO's diplomatic struggle. 
The PLO has now achieved what appears to be decisive recognition from the 
Arab states. The next step for the PLO is to obtain the same sort of recog- 
nition from American imperialism in order that Washington may order Tel- 
Aviv to negotiate with the PLO over the future of the West Bank. For that, 
however, Arafat will have to come up with some serious guarantees. 

The establishment of a Palestinian ministate between Israel and Jordan 
is in no way incompatible with the interests of US imperialism, provided 
such a state would not serve as a focus of political upheaval and revolu- 
tionary agitation. Washington's basic concern is to maintain capitalist 
exploitation and political stability in the region. Therefore, the PLO will 
have to formally renounce armed struggle as a means of liberating Palestine. 
This Arafat has already come close to doing. 

But more than that will be necessary. The PLO will also have to prove 
that it is capable of repressing those forces in the Palestinian movement 
that are not willing to accept the West Bank state or the formal cessation 
of armed struggle. Moreover, there will be a standing threat by Washington 
or Tel Aviv to militarily intervene swiftly and massively if the PLO were 
ever to prove ineffective in suppressing the revolutionary movement in the 


new Palestine state. 


A Palestinian state in the West Bank established under such conditions 
would rest on the political (and perhaps physical) elimination of the Arab 
vanguard, the demobilization of the Palestinian masses, the de facto recog- 
nition of the security of the Zionist state, and the liquidation of the 
Palestinian cause as a mobilizing factor in the Arab East as a whole. The 
state would not have been won through struggle, but through an agreement 
(backed up by the threat of armed force) to cease the struggle. 

The sudden increase in mass activity against the Israeli occupation 
among the Arabs of the West Bank, which has now attained its highest level 
since 1967, demonstrates that the PLO may have serious difficulties in prov- 
ing its ability to contain the struggle of the masses. The PLO is seeking to 
use that struggle as a means of exerting pressure on Washington and Tel Aviv 
in its fight for direct negotiations between the PLO and the Israeli state. 
But to whatever extent that struggle gets out of the control of the PLO, 
Washington and Tel Aviv will be that much less inclined to accept the PLO's 


guarantees. 


ADAPTED FROM INPRECOR #13 BY NED BAIN 


PRAISE THE LORD AND SPARE THE AMMUNITION 


“with a prayer for the Lord's blessing and with the sing- 
ing of the spiritual 'бой Ве With Us', the Evangelical Christ- 
ian Baptists opened their 41st Congress in Moscow."--comment- 
ed Canadian Tribune, voice of the Canadian Communist Party, 
January 15, 1975. 

The Tribune describes the "full blooded ecclesiastical 
life" in which is included dynamic praying for detente, im- 
porting Bibles and hard work. Once ECB member, M. Mikhailen- 
ko, "member of the church choir in Ochamchir, holds the 
title of Hero of Socialist Labor for her work on the tea 
plantations in Georgia". 


THE REVOLUTION IS MORE THAN COMING 


Gold miners in Suva, Fiji are seeking a 30-second sex 
break in their union negotiations. The workers say that 
they believe that after lunch and a short rest is the prime 
mental and physical period for "sexual obligations". 


ANOTHER BRAZILIAN MIRACLE 


те Soviet ambassador to Brazil paid a visit to porto Ш 
Alegre, Brazil and was greeted by surprising pomp and cir- КАШ 


cumstance. A Brazilian military guard hailed the ambassador 
with the Czarist national anthem. The Soviet staff pulled 
the drum major aside to inform him of the fall of the czar 
fifty-seven years previously. 


GUNFIGHT AT THE 0.K. CHATEAU--OR-- 
UNCOMPLETED TASKS OF THE FIRST FRENCH REVOLUTION 


Baron Jean-Louis de Portal, 22, barricaded his 30-room 
chateau La Fumade, for the last two years with his mother, 
sister, and body of his father Baron Leon de Portal (who 
died in 1973). The younger baron lost ownership of his 
estate when he was unable to meet French taxes. The new 
owner fammed the fields under armed escort. When de Рог- 
tal shot two workers, the police attacked the mansion 
and killed the baron in a gun battle. Both of the oli- 
garchs were buried quietly afterwards. 


ы 
WHO WAS THAT MASKED MAN? 


Boston papers report that a man in 
polka dot shirt, plaid vest, red coat, 
blue shoes with white soles and carry- 
ing a patchwork shoulder bag held up a 
bank. 
Police report that the man disap- 
peared into the crowd on the street. 


WANTED: ONE PSEUDO-SOCIAL DEMOCRAT FOR LEADER 


The NDP has some hard decisions to make over the coming 
months. A friend in Ottawa tells us that a series of desper- 
ate secret meetings were held in December to try to dredge 
up a new leader for the NDP. One meeting which included Man- 
itoba premier Shreyer and B.C.'s Dave Barrett arrived at. the 
quaint proposal to recruit former Liberal Eric Kierans to 
the NDP to become leader. NDP leader Ed Broadbent was not 
told about that meeting but he had already indicated his 
willingness to step down--given he realized his head was 
on the chopping block. Rumours had it that he had suppor- 
ted wage and price controls in the outgoing caucus before 
the federal election. And Broadbent is supposed to be the 
United Auto Workers' man in Parliament. 

Nonetheless, Kierans wisely turned down the offer. 

Now rumours have it that MP Max Saltsman is being con- 
sidered for leader. Dear old Max was the only NDPer to vote 
for the War Measures Act on the first ballot. 

Anyone know a good right wing social-democrat or a used 
liberal who's out of work? 


ON THE ROCKS...AS IT WERE 


Lloyd's of London, the major insurance firm for ship- 
ping, received a message recently which produced some ner- 
vous laughter around the underwriting room. On the casualty 
list: British Confidence (a 38,000-ton tanker) gone aground. 


AIN'T BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY FUN? 


After 92 ballots, the Illinois state house of represen- 
tatives had failed to choose a speaker of the house. Each 
ballot is by roll call and no other business can be conduc- 
ted until the election is complete. The legislators have 
been bunking in, arguing in, eating in, etc. while all the 
business of state government was suspended. All this took 
place despite a Democratic majority. 


INSIDE 


THE CIA 


INTERVIEW WITH 
PHILIP AGEE 


by Robin Blackburn and Tariq Ali reprinted from Red Weekly, апі, 1975 


Indonesia, the Bay of Pigs, the death of 
Che Guevara, Brazil, Uruguay, the overthrow 


of Salvador Allende...what revolutionaries 
have realized for years is now front page 

news...the CIA systematically and covertly 
assists the expansion and maintenance of US 


imperialism. 


Recently, CIA activities inside the US 
have raised the fears of even Tiberal con- 


gressmen. 


Distrustful of the Republican- 


dominated and CIA-linked Rockefeller Com- 
mission, the Democratic-majority Congress 
has instituted its own investigations into 


the CIA. 


The purpose of the CIA is not being 


challenged by the capitalist politicians. 
Their whitewash invetigations attempt 
only to bring a limited degree of control 
and a reaffirmation of confidence in а re- 
pressive institution.that has dared over- 
step its "charter" by its intrigues in- 


side the US. 


In this article, Philip Agee, for- 
mer colonel and leading CIA operative, 
describes the CIA's activity from а 
revolutionary socialist viewpoint in con- 
trast to the liberal exposes which are 
widespread today. He provides a valuable 
contribution and insight into the Ameri- 
can imperialist intelligence operations. 


Could you tell us exactly what you 
did in the CIA? 

I was recruited originally in 1956, 
and my career ran untilearly 1969. 

I was‘in training until 1960, then I 
went to Ecuador where I served under 
cover of being a diplomat until the 
end of 1963. From early 1964 to late 
1966 I was in Uruguay, and from 
1967 till early 1969 1 was with the 
CIA in Mexico City. 

During that period 1 handled, dir- 
ected and initiated most of the diff- 
erent types of operations that the 
CIA undertakes in the third world, 
including both ‘collection operations’ 
[information gathering] and ‘action 
operations’ which involve propaganda, 
trade union work, youth and students 
etc. This meant І was-responsible for 
directing the work of dozens of 
agents in each country where 1 was 
stationed. 

Why did you decide to leave the 
Agency in 19697 

When I first went into the CIA, 

I really believed what I'd been taught 
from a very young age onwards: that 
there is a ‘thii ` way’ between the 
traditional imyerialism of the 19th 
century and earlier.and revolutionary 
socialism. 

Little by little as І worked for 
CIA, I began to question whether 
we were really promoting the ref- 
orms which we preached about. I 
began to find that the more successful 
our operations were the further away 
the reforms got. As a result I began 
to question the possibility of this so- 
calléd ‘third way’ and finally came 
to the conclusion that there really 
wasn’t one and that what we were 
promoting around the world was 
simply a new version of the classic 
imperialism of the 19th century, 
When did these doubts begin? 

A series of factors coincided in 
mid-1965. The invasion of Santo 
Domingo was one. 

Also there was this incident of 
torture, which had more of an em- 
otional effect on me than anything 


else. 

The torture case, the Santa Dom- 
ingo invasion and the growing realis- 
ation that we were really reinforcing 
all the corruption and injustices in 
Uruguay brought me to reconsider 
more and more this activity that 1 
was engaged in. 

What would you say is the political 
objective of the CIA in the countries 
where it operates? 

The political and economic obj- 
ectives are virtually identical —the 
retention of these countries within 
the capitalist camp. In other words, 
to ensure that the goods that these 
particular countries produce ате ат- 


ailable to the US for the cheapest 
possible price and that the countries 
concerned provide a market for the 
export of American capital and obt- 
ain its goods. Essentially it comes 
down to that. The way the CIA fits 
into the picture is that it works to 
prop up local governments that allow 
the system to continue, and to beat 
down the people who stand for 
change on the left. That is what the 
CIA is doing in most of the third 
world. 


What sort of activities would: you 
be engaged in as a CIA officer? 


1 was engaged in operations ot 
running spies into the left-wing 
parties in Latin American countries, 
taking over old cases and developing 
пем cases. For example, recruitment 
of members of Communist Parties 
in order to obtain intelligence on the 
capabilities and intentions of these 
organisations. 

‘Also I worked very closely with 
local police intelligence services, in 
Ecuador and in Uruguay, in order to 
extend the capability of the CIA st- 
ation beyond what its limited man- 
power would allow. We used the for- 
eign intelligence service, either mil- 
itary or police, as if it weresour own 
to tap telephones, monitor the com- 
ings and goings of certain travellers, 
check hotels and maritime hostels, 
obtain files and photographs from 
the government in order to develop 
surveillance teams. The most.impor- 
tant thing was that these local serv- 
ices would engage in repressive 
actions when we requested it, 

In addition, I worked in the trade 
union operations in which we tried to 
establish and build up the so-called 
‘free’ trade union movement. 


What the CIA does specifically in 
the trade union field, is to promote, 
along with the rest of the US govern- 
ment programme in this field, trade 
unions in the third world which fall 
into the ‘Gompers-style’ economic 

trade unionism. They try and keep 
the trade union movement co-opted 
зо that they exclude political cons- 
iderations from their programme and 
are quite happy to gain inch-by-inch 
rather than calling into question the 
whole capitalist system, which is cer- 
tainly within their power. 

I also engaged in quite a number 
of propaganda operations. We falsif- 
ied lots of documents and attributed 
them to revolutionary organisations 
in order to bring discredit upon these 
organisations and the revolutionary 
movement as 2 whole —to discredit 
the Cubans, the Soviets, and all our 


enemies. 
Why do you think it is that the CIA 
seems able to overthrow people like 
Sukarno, Nkrumah, Arosemena, even 
Allende, but is not able to overthrow 
Mao Tse-tung, Fidel Castro and 
leaders of revolutionary movements? 

Well, certainly they tried. Not 
only Fidel Castro, but the Soviet 
Union itself, Even up until the early 
1960s CIA were sending saboteurs 
into the Soviet Union with folding 
bicycles, or dropping different dev- 
ices by parachute. This was called 
the ‘Red Socks Programme”. When- 
ever an emigré with suicidal tend- 
encies could be found he would be 
sont in, but they failed miserably 
because they were all picked.up and 
shot. 

In the case of Cuba the CIA 
didn’t spare any efforts to try and 
overthrow the Cuban revolution in 
its early years, But the difference 
between Cuba and China —countries 
which have had socialist revolutions 
—and these others is that they have 
the people on their side and you 
can’t defeat them. 


The reason that Sukarno was 
overthrown, the reason that Allende 
was overthrown, is related to the 
fact that the class struggle wasn’t 
teally entered into in earnest in those 
countries. It was delayed, delayed 
and delayed and eventually there 


was а lurch to the right instead of 
the left. In addition the army and 
the police which exist to defend 
capitalism still existed and were 
used by the CIA as a base of oper- 
ation, The security and military 
forces are primary targets for a 
large proportion of CIA propaganda, 
which uses fear by frightening the 
security and military forces that in 
the event of a socialist revolution 
they would all be shot, which is, 
of course, not true, In the Cuban 
and Chinese revolutions a not un- 
important section of these forces 
сате over to the side of the revol- 


You were responsible for overthow- 
ing the Velasco Leising in Ес- 
uador and ‘destabilising’ its succ- 
essor. How much money do you 
think it cost the Agency to carry 
out these operations? 

Not very much actually. Our 
principal political operation, which 
involved propaganda, was running 
at $ 50,000 a year. and through this 
operation we promoted lots of dem- 
onstrations and propaganda against 
relations with Cuba and against the 
Velasco government. 

But it doesn’t matter how much 
a man is being paid. It’s what he 
actually does that’s important, In 
many cases very high government 


Agoa’; successors $ 
change on the left’ —in this case, the Tupamaros. 
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officials will be exceedingly effect- 
ive without receiving a salary from 
the CIA. They understand that the 
interests of the class they belong 
to are identical with the interests 
of the CIA, the US government and 
US companies, They live from that 
exploitation. So they don’t have to 
be paid. 

On reading your book we can 
see that there are good grounds for 
believing that any serious left-wing 
organisation is vulnerable to pene- 
tration, Do you think revolutionary 
organisations can develop a method 
to safeguard themselves and ident- 
ify these people? 

Even if organisations are penetr- 
ated, that shouldn’t be allowed to 
create any type of hysteria, After all, 
the job is to get the word out to 
more and more people and attract 
more’ people to the side of the revo- 
lution and that can even be done by 
an agent from the other side if there 
is proper party discipline, That is 
why-any organisation must try and 
maintain as consistent and disciplined 
a record of activity on the part of 
its militants as possible. 

If anyone is unusually curious 
about certain aspects of party work 
then he could be a potential agent. 
But that is why consistent propag- 
anda and agitational activity by 
every militant is the best way of 
minimising the effects of penetration, 
In other words, turn the work of 
the traitor against capitalism. 


On reading your book we can 
see that there are good grounds for 
believing that any serious left-wing 
organisation is vulnerable to pene- 
tration. Do you think revolutionary 
organisations can develop a method 
to safeguard themselves and ident- 
ify these people? 

Even if organisations are penetr- 
ated, that shouldn’t be allowed to 
create any type of hysteria, After all, 
the job is to get the Word out to 
more and more people and attract 
more people to the side of the revo- 


gent from the othe: if there 
is proper party discipline. That is 
why any organisation must try and 
maintain as consistent and 
a record of activity on the part of 
its militants as possible. 

If anyone is unusually curious 
about certain aspects of party work 
then he could be a potential agent, 
But that is why consistent propag- 
anda and agitational activity by 
every militant is the best way of 
minimising the effects of penetration. 
In other words, turn the work of 
the traitor against capitalism, 


To turn to some wider aspects of: 
the problems we've been discrssing, 


would you agree that there is some 
connection between the activities of 
the CIA and the facts which were 
thrown up by the Watergate affair? 

1 don’t think there. can Бе any 
doubt that Watergate represents the 
application within the United States 
of the methods that the CIA has 
been using abroad for the last 25- 
30 years. The penetration operat- 
ions, ie. the bugging, the political 
disruption, the black propaganda 
operations (е.в. attributing to som- 
сопе a false document), were all 
applied in the United States. 

Most of the Watergate operations 
were right out of the CIA textbook. 
And now we're beginning to see 
that the FBI had this COINTEL 
Programme which was their way of 
penetrating and disrupting everything 
to the left of the liberal Republicans 
and Democrats from 1956 onwards. 
The recent official reports released 
by the Justice Department show 
that in that period the FBI engaged 
in no fewer than 2,300 different 
operations against the left, This is 
an average of one new one every 
other day —not counting Sunday— 
for the last fifteen years. 

These wefe not one-shot operat- 
ions that just occurred and then 
ended. They had a tremendous 
cumulative effect over the years, 
They might begin one year and 
not end till ten years later. They 


were still in operation in 1971 
when in a leftist raid on the 
Medina, Pennsylvania FBI office, 
the records were stolen and the 
existence of the programme rev- 
ealed. 

So we not only had military 
surveillance throughout the Sixties, 
but also the FBI, the Watergate op- 
erations and Nixon’s own illegal 
intelligence plans. 

Then there are the unhappy 
‘plumbers’ group, most of whose 
operations we don't even know of 
yet. The break-in at the Watergate 
was only one of many. It is, of 
course, not a coincidence that 
most of the Watergate plumbers 
were trained by the CIA. It just 
goes to show that these CIA tech- 
niques and methods, which no- 
опе thought would ever be applied 
at home because they thought that 
morality changed once we crossed 
our own national frontiers, were 
finally brought home and applied 
in the United States. This is very 
significant, quite apart from the 
fact that it led to the enforced 
resignation of Nixon. 


We now hear from Kissinger that 
the threat to US interests does not 
merely exist in the third world, but 
also in the capitalist countries of 
Western Europe. Does this mean 
that the CIA will be actively invo- 
меб and preparing to intervene in 
Europe? 

Well, yes. You must understand 


though the Agency didn’t have too 
many things it could really do, des- 
pite all its penetration. 

Yes. The march of events in 
Uruguay shows us just what the 
Agency could and couldn’t do. It 
couldn’t break the trade unions. 
The only alternative eventually 
was a fascist-type dictatorship. 
That’s what they have right now 

the most terrible, unspeakable 
repression that anyone could ever 
imagine, So all the penetration of 
the CIA in the left-wing organisat- 
ions, the trade unions and the stud- 
ent movement, and the government, 
can’t solve the problem —it can only 
make it much worse. This is what 
has happened in Chile, Uruguay, 


Paraguay. Brazil, Bolivia 


From your book one gets the imp- 
ression that you were interested in 
у group which claimed to be 
working for socialism. whether it 
was the Cubans, the Chinese, the 
Trotskyists or the pro-Moscow 
groups. You didn’t seem to dist- 
inguish very much between the diff- 
erent ideologies? 

No. What we did in the stations 
was to distinguish between the diff- 
erent organisations relative to their 
respective strength and then concen- 
trate on the ones that seemed stron- 
ger, both in the trade unions and 
also from the point of view of 
militant action, і.е. the armed 
struggle. These were the highest 
priorities to penetrate. 


Lassons in torture at а CIA-aided 
military schoo! in Brazil. 


“The political and economic 


objectives of the CIA are 


virtually identical-- 


the retention of countries 


within the capitalist camp” 


that it is a corollary ot Wilsonian 
foreign policy that any government, 
no matter how bad, is better than 

а communist government. It follows 
that anything which suggests the 
emergence of an anti-capitalist gov- 
ernment anywhere in the world (not 
just the third world), is ‘incompatible 
with the United States security int- 
erests’ in other words the security 
of the ruling capitalist minority of 
the United States, because it cert- 
ainly isn’t in the interests of the 
Chicanos [Mexican Americans], 
Puerto Ricans, Indians, most womer 
blacks or the workers to see capital 
ist rule extended or continued. 

1 would say that Portugal, Greece 
and Italy must be the top priorities 
of the CIA at the moment. Wher- 
ever the legitimacy of capitalist 
democracy is challenged by the 
masses, the challenge posed by the 
CIA increases accordingly. In Port- 
ugal, in particular, given the impor- 
tance of the Cape Verde Islands anc 
Angola, the CLA must be in there 
working very hard indeed. _ 

One got the impression that when 
there was a big general strike in 
Uruguay, at one time bringing the 
whole economy to a halt and really 
confronting the government with the 
power of the workers, it seemed as 


But what you must understand 
is that the CIA is not concerned so 
much with the global policies of 
the USSR as such, It is opposed to 
socialist revolution anywhere whe- 
ther it is in Russia or China or Moz- 
ambique or Sri Lanka or Cuba 
that is, a revolution in favour of 
the working class of the United 
States. The CIA, whose aim is to 
keep the United States both united 
and capitalist, is therefore justifiably 
concerned at the spread of revolut- 
ion as such, The very existence of 
the Soviet Union and China is pos- 
itive in terms of the interests of 
the American working class. 

Why do you think that the Unit- 
ed States is extremely reluctant to 
re-establish relations with Cuba? 
It’s not because of the humiliation 
involved. They realise the tremend- 
ous influence that the Cuban revol- 
ution has on the oppressed in the 
tates, such as the blacks and 
mos and the Puerto Ricans. 
Опсе relations are established there 
are going to be thousands and thou- 
sands of people going to Cuba, and 
coming back having seen what the 
revolution has done for the Cuban 
people. Many of them will see what 
a socialist revolution can do for the 


United States. 


Why did you decide to write a book 
about what you'd done in the CIA? 

There were a whole series of 
reasons for this. I would like, if 
nothing else, to prick the conscience 
of Americans and try to bring them 
along the same political trajectory 
as I experienced since I went into 
the CIA, quit and then decided to 
write a book about it. In other 
words.to try and open some minds 
to the reality that there isn’t a 
“third way’ and that the US is 
merely trying to disguise the old 
imperialism with a new cloak. 

Most importantly, 1 want to 
show the methodology that lies 
behind the CIA's operations which 
is true not just for Latin America, 
but the entire world. This is so that 
the revolutionary movement can un- 
derstand better the nature of the 
enemy and learn to spot and com- 
bat it better. They will be able to 
take counter-measures and reduce 


the impact of the 
their own countries. 


operations in 


Last summer Agency sources put 
out a story alleging that you'd de- 
fected to the KGB. There have 
been also a number of attempts 
to stop you publishing the book. 
What really worries them, do you 
think? 

What’s worried them the most 
is the fact that I’ve exposed a 


whole series of their operations 
and agents in my book. In a way 
it’s much more worrying that I’ve 
done this than if 1 had become 
another defector to the KGB, It's 
been much more important making 
this information available to the = 
people of the third world and 
to the revolutionary movement, 
There’s no doubt that the scene 
in the United States is very mixed 
right now with regard to the CIA. 
They are very much on the defen- 
sive. However we should 
not get the impression that the 
CIA is retreating, Only recently a 
bill to restrict its activities was def- 
eated in Congress by a margin of 
68 against 77° 
We shouldn't be too surprised. 
That is the strength of the CIA in 
the US government. We can’t expect 
very much from the US congress. 
hey’re part of the ruling class. 
They realise that the CIA is necess- 
ary to keep their prosperity, their 
power and their privileges going. 
it’s only the American people —the 
oppressed nationalities and the 
working class -who are going to 
bring about a change. and they'll 
only do it through a political 
рану or а putitically-related org- НУ 
anisation. 


Name: AGEE, Philip 


Record: * £x-Colonel, Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA); Area of operations: 
Latin America; assisted in pre- 
cipitating right-wing coup against 
Velasco government in Ecuador; 
Defected from international forces 
of law and order in 1969 


Present + Aligned with forces of world 

Activity: revolution; using ‘inside' inform- 
tion to expose CIA operatives and 
activities; author of Inside the 


Company: CIA Diary 


In this issue appears an interview with Agee, who will speak аг an OLD MOLE forum 
in the OCE Auditorium, 371 Bloor W., at 7:30 P.M., Monday, Feb. 3. 


